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fe^niy belief that real professional growth comes when 
teachers share ideas: with other teachers. After one year of ex- 
perience with Celebration of Excellence, we are convinced 
that this program provides an excellent opportunity for such 
sharing to take place. : _ : 

In addition to providing the mechanics for teachers to pre- 
sent their ideas and plans to other teachers, it also provides for 
acknowledging their belief in their profession both by recog- 
nition o? their participation and by monetary reward. 

The development of a strong program ibr professior %i 
growth is one of our most eflective ways of improving educa- 
tional opportunities for Connecticut's students. I support Cel- 
ebration of Excellence for its positive effect on bur school 
programs and thank the Connecticut General Assembly arid 
SNET for helping to make the program a reality for Connect- 
icut teachers. 
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Introduction 



"It is idle to expect good schools without good teachers" 

Henry Barnard, 

Noted Connecticut Educator 

Celebration of-Exc^encejsrfoyype <£ptogramof which 
Henry Barnard would have approved; Barnard^ the first Com- 
missioner of Education for the United States, recognized that 
the success of our schools depends largely on teachers In keep- 
ing with Barnard's belief, lawmakers and concerned citizens in 
the state are focusing their attention on improving and 
strengthening our system of education . 

Celebration of Excellence is an incentive program, admin- 
istered by the State Department of Education and funded by 
SNET, which salutes excellence in teaching by honoring Con- 
necticut public school teachers who have developed exception- 
ally creative curriculum projects and implemented them 
successfully in the classroom. Additionally, for the year July 1, 
1986 — June 30, 1987 the Connecticut Legislature has ap- 
propriated $100,000 for this activity. 

Celebration of Excellence wz& developed by Governor 
O'Neill s Commission on Equity and Excellence in Education, 
formed in August, 1984 of a bipartisan cross section of Con- 
necticut citizens. The panel included educators, business peo- 
ple, legislators, and other prominent state citizens. The 
concept for the Commission grew out of a set of recommen- 
dations made by the State Board of Education in January, 
1984. --- - - - ---- - ------------ - - ------ 

"The focus of the Commission was on the people who have 
the most to do with the education of young people in Con- 
necticut — the teachers," said Alfred W. Van Sinderen, di- 
rector and former chairman and chief executive officer of 
SNET. Van Sinderen sat on the Governor's commission and 




was very instrumental in getting the Celebration of Excel : 
lmceprcgram S the ground, 

"The time has come for business and the public sector to get 
more involved in the education process," Van Sinderen said. 
"The business community has a stake in todays education, for 
the^ students of today are the high quality employees of 
tomorrow." 

Recipients of the award Lreceive a $ K)0pe«onal-cash reward, 
plus a $200 grant to further develop their project and share it 
with other teachers. Workshops and seminars are arranged for 
recipients to meet other teachers and exchange ideas about 
teaching. That exchange of idee* is the beginning of an inval- 
uable network within rhe educational community. 

A total of 655 currauium projects were submitted state* 
wide through the six Regional Educational Service Centers 
(RESCs). Teacher screening committees, set up by the RESCs, 
selected the 200 best projects using state review criteria. Each 
of the 200 projects was then reviewed and commented on by a 
state consultant in the appropriate subject area. 

The final 60 best projects were selected by a state review 
committee made up of tte^Iebrauronof Excellence Adviso^ 
Committee, the BLESC coordinators and additional teachers 
from each RESC area. 

Celebration of Excellence has adapted ideas from a na- 
tional program called IMPACT II. This is being implemented 
by school systems in such diverse places as Houston, Texas; 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina; San Francisco, California; and 
Boston, JMassackisett^^nnectK^ to have a 

similar statewide program. Connecticut developers have be- 
come part of the IMPACT II national network. 
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Why Celebration of Excellence Succeeds 



Among the findings of the recent Carnegie Report on Teaching, "A Nation Prepared: Teachers for the 21st Century;' 
were indications that bright creative young people no longer consider the teaching profession a viable career path. Many 
exemplary teaching professionals are opting co leave education. Individuals remaining have lost their initial enthusiasm. 
Teachers work in isolation, with little support or opportunity to see each other work. There is alack of recognition of 
the teacher as a professional who should be empowered to make autonomous decisions, and who has an expertise worth 
sharing. The success of the Celebration of Excellence program comes from trusting teachers, supporting their judge- 
ment, honoring their commitment, and then nurturing a network to facilitate the changes they undertake. 

_ Celebration of Excellence recognizes and rewards effective instructional practice and creative teaching. Celebration 

of Excellence provide* 

Developer Grants to enable teachers to produce materials and obtain technical assistance needed to dissem- 
inate their programs: 

Adaptor Grants to teachers who wish to adapt or replicate the selected classroom based materials, activities, 

and programs. .. 

Celebration of Excellence supports activities which provide a forum for teacher expression and growth. Celebration 
of Excellence stipends allow grant winners to demonstrate their programs through regional educational service centers, 
teacher centers, college and university courses, community events and staff development workshops. Training on how 
to present a workshop is given to all grant winners as well as help on developing materials on their projects to share 
with other teachers. This opportunity and recognition raises teachers* self-esteem, reduces their sense of isolation, in- 
creases their sense of professionalism, and empowers teachers to keep the spark of creativity kindled. 




Dr. Marjorie K. Bradley 
Program Director 
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The Celebration of Excellence program was cr«ted to re- 
ward a» \ recognize creative Connecticut public school teach- 
ers. Tnrbugh its teacher-to-teacher ne^ork, successful 
classroom programs will be disseminated. With the publica- 
tion of this catalog, teachers throughout the state- working in 
public schools-are invited to "take an idea and go creative." 

This catalog is ^collection of profiles d^nbrag-^Xexerii- 
plary programs. The profiles are organized by subject area: 
Adaptation can take place across grade levels. For more infor- 
mation, and sets of materials on any of these programs, you are 
encouraged to contact your Regional Education Service Center 



CELEBRATION SERVICES 

• Adaptor Grants. If you are interested in adapting one of 
the programs that appear in this catalog, you are eligible to 
apply for an adaptor grant of $50.00. Request materials 
about the program and a grant application from your 
RESC. The application period closes E^ember 15, 1986, 

-^?^ BIS r ^^ ou ^ s ?r_ ^ l ?^^ a P t programs 
without applying for grants, and are welcome to do so. 

hand look at a program, or if you are interested in inviting 
a developer teacher to your school to help you get started on 
adapting a program, your RESC can arrange for ah inter- 
school visit. This service is available to formal or informal 
adaptors. 



• Workshops. Program devefopers will present workshops at 
conferences and elsewhere throughout the year. The RESC 
staff will coordinate workshops as needs arise. 




REGIONAL COORDINATORS 

Carolyn McNally 
ACES 

295 Mill Raid 
North Haven, CT 06473 
(203) 234-0130 
Susan Wdlerstein 

CES 

11 Allen Road 
Norwalk, CT 06851 
(203) 847-3873 

NbreehAherh 
PROJECT LEARN 
P.O. Box 220 
East Lyme, CT 06333 
(203) 739-6971 

Diana Martin 
CREC 

599 Matianuck Avenue 
Windsor, CT 06095 
(203)688-7333 

Regina Chatel 
EASTCONN 
P.O. Box 245 

North Windham, CT 06256 
(203)456-3254 

Susan Hartley 
RESCUE 

RR# 2 Goshen Road 
Litchfield, CT 
(203) 567-0863 
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Environmental Room Design 

_ This prDjecrawakens students* perceptions of nature and its artistic possibilities. It 
creates a place where student£5tep itsta worlds o£ sounds color and smell . 

Students begin by choosing a theme that relates to their sense of adventure, as well 
as to art concepts they have learned and artists they have studied: For example, four years 
ago students chose to create a "Jungle &iari/' After studying the works of Gauguin, re- 
searching reference materials for ideas, viewing films and taking related field trips, stu- 
dents began their own designs. 

Students worked amid the smell of freshly cut flowers and the sound of South Sea mu- 
sic to capture the feeling of the jungle setting. Art students construct murals, English 
students write skits act them out. 



STUDENTS 

The program has been used for three alternate years in the seventh and eighth grades 
at Haddam-Killingworth Middle School. It is taught every other year so that both grade 
levels are new to the experience. Classes meet every other day. Eight classes, ranging in 
size from fourteen to thirty students, yield a total of one hundred to two hundred and 
fifty participants. 

There is a wide range in^arostic ability among the students, and each student is con- 
stantly challenged: The program is readily adaptable to other age groups. 

STAFF 

Karen Porter developed this program in an attempt to blend artistic and academic ob- Karen Pbrter 
jectives through the design and creation of a special environment. After the first year of 
the program, an article titled "This Artroom is a Jungle 11 , by Karen Porter, was published 
in School Arts, April, 1984. The administration, parents and the student body support 
and encourage the continuation of the program. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A room where the furniture can be moved is required. General art supplies, materials 
and found objects are needed for individual and group projects. Reference materials, 
slides, and films can be obtained from libraries. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

The observation and discussion of three-dimensional form and natural environment is 
very important. Trips to marinelife aquariums, zoos, museums and galleries are helpful. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Students display a natural appreciation for nature. Th'j project stretches their imag- 
inations and expands their awareness of art's potential. This approach offers an alternative 
to traditional art activities and injects a spirit of adventure and celebration into the cre- 
ative act. 

Students develop pride, responsibility, trust, interdependence, self-confidence, self- 
satisfection, accomplishment, and respect for the potential of art. They seem more highly 
motivated. Placed at the core of the curriculum, art education becomes an essential ac- 
ademic discipline: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Karen Pbrter 

Haddam-KilHngwortb Middle School 
Little City Road . 
Higganum, CT 06441 
(203) 345-8567 
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In Touch With the Past 



Each studentresearche^a cojonral^afVox trade, learns the trade, writes a report, de- 
; an appropriate character and prepares a demonstration. The craft is presented at 
an all-day program attended by students From other schools, as well as community mem- 
bers. Through research, a close association with two local historical societies, visits by 
the resource people, arid a variety of visual aides, pupils literally "touch their pasts," 
assuming the identities of craftspeople of the 17th century. 

An extensive autobiography of books, pamphlets arid articles is available. The "Folk- 
ways" video series, produced by the University of North Carolina, is shown to all 
students. 

STUDENTS 

All students in grade five at the Academy Elementary School in Madison participate 
in this program. All levels of achievement are invoivrd, from gifted students to those 
who have full-time special needs. The project will work well with both large and small 
groups, as well as with a wide variety of ages. 

STAFF 

In the second year of the program, the Madison Historical Society gave substantial 
financial support for a field trip andbrought in resource people for students to work with. 
Though this was a joint project, it is possible to implement the project without outside 
assistance: 




Warner Lord, Patricia Muggleston, 
and Wilma Maus 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Most of the program takes place in the classroom, with additional sessions held in the 
school media center, the local library, and on the grounds of a nearby historical house. 
The final presentation takes placein the gymnasium, halls r classrooms, the media center 
and on the school grounds. The media center provides video and projection equipment. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Classes spend one day at a restored 17th centuiy-^ooihousej^ 
a day of school in colonial times. A couple from Stratford gives a one-hour presentation 
on daily life in colonial times and a professional balladeer performs three one-hour pres- 
entations emphasizing music appropriate to the study. Parents assist students in making 
costumes and practicing demonstrations. 

OVERALL \MAJE 

"The administration was so enthusiastic about this program that it made it a regular 
part of the school calendar," said Muggleston. "The staff supported the program in a 
myriad of positive ways," she said. 

"In Touch With The Past" offers children an opportunity to develop an appreciation 
for their heritage and that of their country by creating a living history program of their 
own. : 

Books and audio-visual materials become the foundation for building an abiding sense 
of history as something that happens to real people in real places. Learning transcends 
the bounds of the classroom arid becomes a living application. Students, teachers, par- 
ents and community come together to nurture a sense of excitement and wonder at the 
processes and events that have shaped our country. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



^Sarner Lorck Wilma Maus, 
Patricia Muggleston 
Academy Elementary School 
4 School Street : 
Madisdri k CT 06443 
(203) 245-2761 
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Project MAC 



_ This project reaches out to students who have the ability to do well in school, but 
generally lack motivation, self-confidence, and a sense of joy in Jeaming^ During ado- 
lescence, youngsters tend to turn to peers as role models, rather than to adults. 

This program provides students with positive role models — happy and successful 
students who see school as a place where good things happen. The students work to- 
gether as sharing partners, with excellence as the standard, producing exhibit-quality 
models, professional looking publications, and musical productions good enough to take 
on tour: 

STUDENTS 

1= Iiua tyjrical : y^, : twenry gifted and talented students and 8-10MAC students are en- 
rolled: The previously unmotivated student is surrounded by at least two peers who are 
productive: and willing to share on a reciprocal basis. The gifted student may have 
greater reading skills, but the MAC student may well have better skills elsewhere. More 
importantly, this program provides opportunity for students from both ends of the spec- 
trum to work together. Conventional scheduling often results in "de facto segregation" 
based on ability and course level. MAC successfully breaks that pattern. 

STAFF 

Franklin Gross v a teacher at Central Middle School in Colchester, developed this pro- 
gram. Many volunteers and specialists contribute their time and skills. These include 
musicians, actors, wood-carvers, and senior high school students who were previously 
involved in the program. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

All thaVs needed is a small classroom, with worktables, simple counters and hand 
tools. Gross points out that he does not have desks in rows, but that he encourages stu- 
dents to move around. Class is often held in the gymnasium or the school lobby. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

: Connecticut is rich in organizations that can enhance this program. Gross adds that 
his class has worked with the Connecticut Drama Association, many regional theaters, 
colleges, local historical societies, craft groups, and the local Senior Citizen Center — 
often in ways that are mutually beneficial. 

0VERAIi\5ttUE 

In many cases, Project MAC is the program of last resort in reaching potential drop- 
outs. It is often successful in reaching students when conventional approaches have not 
proven effective. 

"MAC does not pretend to change these students into top scholars," Gross said, "but 
what it does do is reach youngsters who have always gotten up in the morning believing 
that they are destined to have another bad day. We get them believing that at least for 
one hour of their day, they can do something, succeed at it, and enjoy it all at the same 
time." 




Franklin Gross 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Franklin Gross 
Central Muffle School 
Norwich Avenue 
Colchester, CT 06415 
(203) 537-2313 
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Sixth Grade VEbrkTs Fair - Country 

This interdisciplinary project instills an appreciation for other cultures while devel- 
oping research skills. : 

Using basic note taking skills, students complete a variety of individual and group 
activities as they set but oh a faa-firiding search. These activitie cento 1 around the stud- 
ies of music, language arts, visual arts* and social studies. Students select countries in 
which-they are interested and then are given a booklet of twerity-twb activities that can 
be done individually, or in small groups with other students interested in similar 
countries. 

STUDENTS 

The entire sixth grade class^_theBurc£fementary School in Higganum participates 
in the program. Class size ranges anywhere from 40-80 students. Depending on the 
structure of the project, classes can either meet everyday or once a week: The project is 
adaptable to other age groups as well as achievement levels. 

STAFF 

The project was developed by Arlene Lirot, presently a teacher in Regional School Dis- 
trict #17 s Talented and Gifted Program, as well as a teacher of sixth grade science and 
social studies. With assistance from teachers Joan Alix and Tom Hennessey, students 
have created ten consecutive W>rld Fairs. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

__ rese ?5* 1 E^ pk?? i» xHe ^^hool iib^iry. Students are encouraged to use outside 
resources as well. Activities outlined in theb<»Uet-a^ compieftd in the classroom arid 
require no special equipment, though some students do use overhead and opaque 
projectors, : - : 

A supply of art materials is helpful, though many students who wish to create "special 
projects" supply their own materials. Students are reminded that the project should 
demonstrate their ability to solve problems creatively with limited expense. 

The day-long fair takes place in the school cafeteria. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Early in the project, guest speakers are invited into the classrooms to share slides and 
other information onvariousrountnes: As the fair approaches, parents, friends, and other 
community members loan artifacts and souveniers. Students are responsible for the col- 
lection and return of borrowed materials. 

OVERALL VALUE 

"The World's Fair is a rnajorjevewt for the^tudersts," said Lirot. "It is not unusual for 
them to say that they have been looking forward to working on the project since when 
they were in kindergarten/' Net only does the project promote ahigh level of involvement 
by the students, but it also draws a large number of interested parents and other com- 
munity members into the school. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION : Arlene Lirot 

Burr Elementary School 
Route 81 

Higganum, CT 06441 
(203) 345-4584 



ERLC 



15 



Team A Tour of the U.S. 



This simulated crip, with planning; researching, mapping, creative writing, math 
and sujprise adventures, is for students working in groups of two or three. : 

During the Erst week, students plana five-day driving trip to three major U.S. cities. 
Re-trip activities include writing an itinerary, estimating expenses, and researching the 
history, economy and geography of their cities. Additional map , math, writing, or other 
activities can be included. 

On Monday of the first week, students wing to their first city on a "Fly By Night 
Airliner." Each group receives ^"Old jjombex*- rental car, "American Distress" travelers 
checks,- reservations at 1 Tlea Bag inns", and the first edition of the "Team A Times." 
Each day teachers fill this newspaper with news items personalized to students (break- 
downs, lice epidemics, lost bags, weather, etc). By Friday, each group has been forced to 
alter their plans several times. Each day, students collect statistics, sketch maps, keep an 
expense ledger, mileage chart, and a journal describing historic sites visited and detailing 
how unexpected events were handled. 

At each step, student's writteaassignments-are due. These include work on map read- 
ing, research, organization; math; journal and creative writing: 

STUDENTS 

For tte past tw#^ abilities on the 7th grade A Team at 

Btochambeau Middle School in Southbury have taken the tour, which can be adapted to 
most any size group in grades 6-8. 

STAFF Samuel Lewbel 

_ -'Team £ Tours"is part of a series of interdisciplinary units devised by Sam Lewbel, a 
Social Studies teacher at Rochambeau Middle School. It was developed with the help of 
English teacher Judy Buonaiuto, math teacher Marion Margaitis, science teacher Linda 
Gejda and media specialist David Fildes. The tour can be adapted for use in social stud- 
ies, as well as many other subjects. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Almanacs, atlases and encyclopedias are sufficient for the types of projects that are 
assigned. Teachers need to duplicate play travelers checks, car registrations, and daily 
newspapers. Travel brochures ™d catdogs^ran_^o^ained by ^tudents if an exercise on 
writing business letters to Chambers of Commerce preceeds unit: 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required: 

OVERALL VALUE 

_ The -"Sam A Tout" permits free reign tathe imagination, combining a pre-adoles- 
cent s sense of the absurd with the realism of a research paper. The teacher can reinforce 
geographic, analytical, research, writing, math or other skills while students enjoy fan- 
tasizing and role playing . 

Students select their own travel mates, destinations and imaginary adventures. The 
daily newspaper permits the involvement of all students and lets each know the teachers 
are thinking about them. 

"Attitudes toward subject matter haveimproved asstudents apply skills toward prob- 
lem solving in creative ways," said Lewbel. "Students develop reliance on others, coop- 
erative eHbrt, and the ability to deal with adversity." 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Samuel Lewbel 

Rochambeau Middle School 
100 Peter Road 
Southbury, CT 06488 
(203) 264-2711 

O 
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"Textbook Challenge" is a Board game developed By fifth grade students to help them 
review the : most important material piesented in the fourth grade curriculum in social 
studies, science and literature. Students use the prescribed textbooks, novels ard outside 
resources to determine the most important information to be included in the game. They 
then prepare questions and answers to be included in the game. 

Each student design.; a gameboard using the 500 questions written by the class. In a 
group_plarming session^_theJbest ideas-fromeach indivuiual game are synthesized into 
one group game, A committee of writers works on the rxdesof play; - 

Students set up a pilot g ne to work out any prohlems, make corrections, and then 
make a final copy for duplication. Students chose game pieces to go with the Board, and 
decide upon appropriate packaging and distriBution for use in other classrooms. 

STUDENTS 

Eighteen fifth grade students of high intellectual/academic aBility have Been involved 
ia this Program since its inception a year ago. The class meets once a week for a full day, 
for a total of ten weeks. : - 

The project can Be adapted to any suBject area or student aBility leveh The motiva- 
tional level is high Because the fact-gathering, which is usually not a high-interest ac- 
tivity, is done to make a Board game which is a high-interest activity. 

STAFF 

The program was implemented By Sylvia Burke and Michael Marak, two teachers of 
gifted and talented students at the Spring Glen School in Hamden, The teachers work 
as a team, in one resource center. No outside staff was necessary to implement this proj- 
ect, and it has the full support of the principal and the director of Hamden s Elementary 
Gifted Program — 

The program has potential for wider distriBution within the school system. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

No special equipment or space is necessary for this project. The gameBoard is made 
with standard classroom supplies, and duplicated on 18" x 24" paper, ohtained courtesy 
of a local copy company. 

Others might make smaller gameBoards and use regular school copy machines or have 
students copy them By hand. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Burke and Marak took their class to the West Rock Nature Center in New Haven to 
verify science facts. This sort of trip is an option. The intent was to use materials within 
the school system. 

This is a self-contained program that any teacher in any system can apply. 
OVERALL \ALUE 

All teachers are concerned with long-range retention. This project is an excellent ve- 
hicle for invjolvingjstudents^in suBject matter. 

With careful guidance, students make judgments aBout what is important to remem- 
Ber «.n a curriculum area. Siting the questions is a way. to teach students how to write 
clearly and concisely. Designing game Boards Builds students' creativity. 

"The essence of this project," Burke said, "is that it is a highly academic exercise per- 
ceived By the students as a lot of fun." 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Sylvia Burke, Michael Marak 

Spring Gien School 
1908 Whitney Avenue 
Hamden, CT-06517 
(203) 288-1684 

O 
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Improved Writing Through Literature 



This is a five-month program designed to develop evaluative and analytical reading 
skills for application to writing. It divides traditional literature into categories such as 
folk tales, fables, and fairy tales, and requires students to evaluate and discuss the char- 
acteristics of each. The project culminates with students writing thier own pieces. 

The project contains an evaluative package used to promote discussion, to determine 
student's ability to differentiate among the variety of traditional literature, to gauge stu- 
dent's overall comprehension, and to translate components into writing. Instructional 
materials are available to anyone who would like to implement the program. 

STUDENTS 



Twenty- nine, multi-aged, multi-level sixth graders participated in the program. The 
class met once a week and was divided into two groups, each with a half-hour of dis- 
cussion time. Drama and media presentations were incorporated into the existing cur- 
riculum. ^ optimize discu^i^ This 
program could be used with girted students in grades four and five or with a total class 
in grades six through eight. 

STAFF 

: .* he project was fully developed and implemented by Anne Keegan of the West Hart- 
ford School System. It has been used for the last year at the Lloyd Bugbee School. No 
assistance was required and it has received the administration's endorsement. ^ 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES AnnC 

Standard classroom materials are all that is needed to conduct this project. The library 
plays an important role and students should be guided in their book selections. The nor- 
mal scheduled iibrary period has been increased to an hour so that half the class can select 
books while the other half strys in the classroom for discussion. Each group spends a half- 
hour in the library. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

None are required, but a trip to the town library would be of value. 

OVERAttmtUE 

This projects simple, consistent, enjoyable, and virtually free of costs. Students who 
are fascinated by simple imaginative tdes are stimulated to analyze more complicated 
reading material . In studying the writing of others, students develop good writing skills, 
as well as their own unique writing style. 

As a result of this project, students acquire an alertness to human values, an enjoy- 
ment of self-expression, an increased pleasure in reading, an appreciation of literature, 
an awareness of other cultures, and a concern for effective writing and speaking. 




FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Anne Keegan 
UaydH. Bugbee School 
1943 Asylum Avenue j 
Wfest Hartford, CT 06117 
(203) 233-1234 
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A Tourist Brochure of \bur To wn 



Junior high students create tourist brochures about their town. Because cf this proj- 
ect, students are more motivated to write, are more aware of larger audiences for their 
writing, and gain a wider perspective of their school and the rown they live in. 

They begin by organizing outlines: listing, grouping, arid organizing major topics 
with subheads. As part of an activity to celebrate the town's heritage, students are then 
asked to put their skills to use and create brochures about their town. They are asked to 
list everything they can think of relating to the town. It becomes a brainstorming ac- 
tivity with the teacher giving prompts such as recreational sites, historical areas, and 
educational facilities. Students then take lists home to begin researching. 

During their investigations, students gather as much information as possible that can 
be used as a guide to someone -vho is unfamiliar with the town. 

The teacher hands out sample brochures done by professionals to give students ideas. 
Once the brochure is produced, it is provided to town libraries and municipal buildings 
for use by the general public: 

STUDENTS 

The project has been used for three years in the seventh grade study skills classes. The 
booklet takes about two weeks of daily 45 minute class sessions to complete. Most stu- 
dents are of average to above average ability. 

STAFF 

William Farr and Christine Smith developed this project as part of the introductory 
skills curriculum. The language arts/study skills teacher conducts classes and monitors 
the project. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Students create their own brochures. Thev need construction paper and illustrating 
materials. The project should be typed, so access to either a typewriter or a word pro- 
cessor is a must. 




William Farr and Christine Smith 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

None are required, but field trips to various historical sites in the community, mu- 
nicipal buildings, public services and town libraries are helpful. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Hiis project provides students with excellent motivation tause study skills in a real- 
life experience. Students learn a great deal about their town's resources through the shar- 
ing of information. 

The beauty of the project is that it can be adapted into any type of brochure with just 
a mere change of information. For example, a school information brochure could be pro- 
duced to introduce new students to the school. Students can also do brochures for local 
historical societies, public service clubs, or municipal organizations. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



William Farr, Christine Smith 

Bolton Center School 
104 Notch Road 
Bolton, CT 06640 
(203)643-5166 



ERLC 



13 



The Brain and Its Functions 



This project identifies the main parts of the brain and their functions. It culminates 
in a major class endeavor, with^students constructing a "crawl -in bubble brain" made of 
plastic sheeting blown up by an electric fan. 

Since most children can relate to the concept of "family" , the brain is introduced as 
a family of three members named Cerebrum, Cerebellum, and Medulla. Each has spe- 
cific functions. :::::: . _ : . : 

The class is divided into three groups named for the three members of the family. 
Among the activities associated with this project is a music exercise in which the three 
groups of students are seated in separate circles. When each family group is announced, 
students in that group rise and dance. 

- Cute«natu5n-of thejproject monies croanda half weeks into the unit, when students 
build the plastic "bubble brain." Eight children at a time can enter the bubble: They use 
permanent magic markers to draw "convolutions" and color them in .when the bubBle is 
blown up. Pictures and labels naming and showing activities of specific parts of the brain 
are drawn and pasted at appropriate locations in the bubble. 

The completed project becomes the focal point of class activities for approximately 
three months. It is used for reading, quiet time, creative writing and discussion. 

STUDENTS 

This project is administered to kindergarten children of mixed performance levels. All 
children are expected to participate actively. 

STAFF 

This project was developed and administered by Vicki Phyllis Ehrenzweig, a science 
tearterat-tfeKJ. Murphy ^h^Jn^tamfo-d. ^Eileen Cooper, facilitator for the Gifted 
Students program, helped with the construction of the brain . However, the project can 
be implemented without additional staff support. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

This project can be conducted in any classroom. AJl that is necessary for construction 
of the "brain" is a large electric fan, plastic sheeting, strong tape, and permanent magic 
markers. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 




Vicki Ehrenzweig 



: A real calfs brain from a local butcher shop is brought in for students to view and 
locate parts. No other outside resources are needed. 



OVERALL VALUE 

Children are able to "see" how the body functions. They actually become part of the 
brain. 

Ehrenzweig says that students showed enthusiasm toward the project. It motivates 
them to do individual research, contributes to a feeling of accomplishment, and helps 
increase students^ ^if esteem -ancL attention spari .-Curriculum organization is strength- 
ened by uniting and combining many areas into one unit. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Vicki E hrenzweig 
K. T. Mmphy School 
19 Hortbn Street 
StamforJ, CT 06902 
(203) 3584516 
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From Hit to Technology: 

An Ancie nt Egyptian Museum 

Students experience an ancient civilization by becomir^g artists andarchkects^ docents 
and curators of their own Egyptian museum in this program: After studying ancient 
Egypt and pursuing independent research, students build a museum including a sar- 
cophagus, replica of Egyptian farmlands, walk-through pyramids, jewelry, weapons and 
more. Students reproduce hieroglyphics and write a computer program to spell in that 
ancient writing system. 

Upon completion, _students invite xither grades <K-<3) to visit their exhibition. After 
preparing speeches and written explanations, students, dressed in Egyptian clothing, 
serve as docents. The tour is videotaped and shown to parents after school. 

The program consists of a unit outline, audiovisuals and a student-created computer 
program. 

STUDENTS 

Forty-four students in two 6th grade classes participate directly in the program, while 
the entire student body participates indirectly. Students at all ability levels, including 
mainstreamed special education students, actively participate. The program has been 
successfully implemented with twenty students and could be done just as comfortably 
with four classes. 



STAFF 

Pamela Lavender and Susan Shaff-Shafton designed this program for middle school 
students at the Stillwater School in Stamford. The project can be implemented with^uy- 
ing levels of support. The first year, one teacher and her class worked on the project. 
Currently, two staff members and their classes organize the project, with help from a 
computer specialist, art supervisor, art teachers and building administrators. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Although a double, team-teaching room is currently being used, the project can be 
done in one classroom. Useful materials include art supplies, library materials, com- 
puters and miscellaneous items from home. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Although outside resources are not imperative, they do enhance the project. Some in- 
clude the public library, guest speakers, trips to art museums and parental support. 

OVERALL \5U-UE 

Students at all ability levels experience success and receive recognition for their ac- 
complishments. Through active group wc>rk, ^students^ d^elop leiadership skills, ac- 
knowledge individual strengths and weaknesses and accept responsibility for completing 
tasks. ; ; 

Students refine their research, planning and organizational skills, as well as gain an 
understanding of ancient cultures and the commonalities of civilizations. 

In the words of developer Lavender, "Students' knowledge as measured by unit tests 
surpasses knowledge gained from traditional units. This shows that students were en- 
thusiastic about the project." 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Pamela Lavender, Sasan Shaff-Shafton 

Stillmeadow School 
800 Stillwater Road 
Stamford, CT 06902 
(203) 358-4507 
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Pamela Lavender and 
Susan Shaff-Shafton 
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A Daily Dose of Poetry 

: Daily ridings of poetry arc featured in this program. The readings are supplemented 
with guest poets, puppets, recordings and illustrations. 

Each day, ten to fifteen minutes are set aside for poetry reading. At the end of each 
reading, the leader for the day chooses his or her favorite. This poem is read by the 
teacher. Time is provided for illustrating tile poem of the week. Tile illustrated poems 
are exhibited on- theJ^raatx^dfetalLto enjoy^ ----- ---- = 

Each child record his or her favorite poem. Local poets are invited to read their work 
to the class. In addition, recordings of readings by famous poets are played. Billie Kapp, 
developer of the program, says, "Children look forward to their poetry time and expect 
it daily. Often children bring poetry books from home or our local library." 



STUDENTS 



This program has been used for three years in grades K and 1 at the Coventry Gram- 
mar School. Students at all ability levels participate. The program is self-confined and 
can be geared to any grade level. 

STAFF 

The program was developed by Billie Kapp, an elementary educator at the Coventry 
Grammar School. The program influences all the teachers and children who stop to read 
the poer/is and enjoy the illustrations posted on the bulletin board in the corridor. 

MATERIAL AND FACILITIES 

j z^Pz 5 ^^^ ™ ate f*_ 2 ^^z^i^^^ a ?zP^ t ^ ^9°^' ^^^z^P 65 ^nd-iibrary tapes are 
needed: A bulletin board that can be devoted to this project is a big plus: 

OVERALL VALUE 

Listening to poetry of all types opens-a new world of expre; sion to children : It enlarges 
their vocabularies and ^cables them to mike visual images. Memory skills are sharpened 
and creative expression flourishes. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Billie M. Kapp 

Coventry Grammar School 
Main Street 
Coventry, CT 06238 
(203) 742-7313 
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Peer Tutoring 



The tutocing of peers program is the j^e^t^fx>ne teachers desire to tap an unused 
resource within the walls of Trumbull High School: Academically talented student vol- 
unteers are invited to share study skills, techniques and strategies with less able peers: 
The objective is to raise the level of performance in all major subjects. 
: "Peer Tutoring" has possibilities in math, science, social studies, foreign languages 
and language arts curriculums. In the program, students analyze their own learning 
styles and study habits to assess strengths and weaknesses. The goal is for students to 
achieve higher grades. Another advantage of the program is that students being tutored 
often develop a better self-image and positive attitude toward studying and learning . Tu- 
tors acquire increased sensitivity to other's needs, as well as an increase in patience and 
understanding. 



STUDENTS 

In the spring, teachers of 10th and 11 th grade honor classes are asked to submit names 
of students who might be good candidates to work as tutors. Those students recom- 
mended are contacted and recruited on a voluntary basis. The program began in 1984 
with eight tutors. Participation g _w to 90 volunteers the following year. 

STAFF 

Jane Hammer, coordinator or the program, is a reading consultant at Trumbull High 
School with 20 years of of teaching experience. The coordinator acts as facilitator — 
making connections for students who request tutors with those available during a par- 
ticular period. The coordinator also assists tutors with study skills techniques and strat- 
egies, counsels students and tutors as problems arise, and supervises the progress of the 
sessions. The administration, staff and community have been both supportive and 
responsive. 

Although the coordinators job can be time consuming, it Is possible to have a peer 
tutoring program without hiring additional staff. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Tutors and students meet in the media center. No special facilities are required, just 
constant supervision. A copier is essential. Use of a personal computer has simplified the 
process with printouts of alphabetized lists of tutors, periods available, and subjects in 
which student tutors are available. Recognition certificates are presented at an end-of- 
year reception, and video taping of this event is available. The book "Developing a Suc- 
cessful Tutoring Program" by Patricia Koskinen & Robert Wilson is helpful. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

None are required, but the Hillandale Country Club of Trumbull did donate refresh- 
ments for the reception given in honor of the peer tutors. 

OVERALL VftLUE 

"Linking teams of students in collaborative learning situations has proven to be one 
of the most effective ways to not only improve a student's academic performance but also 
to promote empathy for and understanding of others," said Hammer. Positive feedback 
from students, teacheK, parents and^aJ^ abound for all 

involved. The number of tutors has more than tripled since the program's inception, and 
students' academic performances have improved significantly 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jane Hammer 

Trumbull High School 
72 Strobel Road 
Trumbull, CT 06611 
(203)452-5108 
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Morning Moscow 



"Gocxl Morning Moscow" employs research on Soviet culture and scripts written by 
students to produce a one hour television news show modeled after ABC's "Good Morn- 
ing America. 4 * Instruction on Russian and Soviet history, literature and culture highlight 
the program: 

Teams of students select specific areas for research. They then develop ten questions 
that they would like to cover. Instruction and individual research in the classroom or the 
library help build English and Social Studies skills. 

When the research is complete, a media specialist advi'js students on proper scripting 
techniques for the television medium. Student teams ere *e their video segments by de-? 
riding ori^rmats,- writing scripts r and practicing ri,;i: presentations: Finally, segments 
are videotaped and the shows are shared with other classes, as well as with the general 
public via cable network. 

A complete curriculum guide, including overview, objectives, activities, products, re- 
sources, and evaluative measures for each discipline (English, social studies, reading, sci- 
ence and math) is available. 



STUDENTS 



STAFF 

English teacher Jary Jibilian, along with other staff members at the Gloonan Middle 
School in Stamford, developed this interdisciplinary study of the Soviet Union three years 
ago for a presentation at the Update Conference for gifted and talented students. The 
unit's product, "Good Morning Moscow/' was shown on cable television to schools and 
the general public throughout Fairfield County in May 1985. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

For research purposes, a well stocked library is essential. Major texts for the project 
include: The Russians by Hedrick Smith, Anthem by Ayn Rand, and Animal Farm by 
George Orwell. _____ -_z~l- 

Other written materials are easily and inexpensively available from the Yale University 
Outreach Program, as well as from the Soviet Mission in New York City. Video equip- 
ment (camera, VCR, receiver) is necessary, and can be rented at minimal cost. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



_ : Students visited the Soviet Mission in New York, the Soviet School in Riverdale, New 
York, and the Karnkin Book Store in New York City. Speakers wei : planned for the 
classes, free of charge, by Yale University. A media specialist, who instructed students 
on scripting and presentation, was responsible for filming the show. 



OVERALL VALUE 

A friendly peace must be established between the USA and the USSR. This unit pro- 
motes balanced judgments which will positively influence future decisions. Students 
learn to independently and creatively ^cmduct research in srder to present -their findings 
taa larger audience. Tiie signiflcance of this subject and its dramatic product challenge 
both teacher and student to achieve creative, influential expression which may help to 
change the course of American-Soviet relations. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
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Jary Sue Jibilian 
Cfoonan Middle School 
11 West North Street 
Stamford; CT 06902 
(203) 358-4544 
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Forty students were involved in this ten-week project. The participating 7th grade, 
high ability students had 80 minutes of social studies and English instruction five days ~ 

a week. _ ■-- --_ - .zizl.- ii - zz~ 

_ The ideal group for a project like this is twenty to forty self-motivated, above average 
students in junior or senior high school. 




jiry Sue jibilian 



the 
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Students study holiday customs around the world through reports, interviews, books, 
speakers, ^ooking^jirts^d crafts, Jtmsic, dance, ^nd mediaupresentat ions. - 

Many curriculum areas are integrated into this month long unit which builds inter- 
national understanding and hope for peace. 

Using library materials, community resources and parent volunteers, students inves- 
tigate the country of their choice. Completed reports are compiled into a booklet. 



STUDENTS 



Parts of the unit have been used with kindergarten classes, two third grade classes, 
and many second grade classes of about 25 students. All classes contain mixed ability 
levels. Average, gifted, and slower learners find opportunities to shine through the wide 
variety of activities. The project is adaptable to all elementary and special education 
classes: 

STAFF 

Jeanne Kolar and Rosemary Pahl, are co-developers of this program. They've had en- 
thusiastic support from the administration, parents, teachers, and community members, 
but note that the project can be implemented without any additional support. 




Jeanne Kolar and Rosemary Pahl 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

No special equipment is necessary for this project, although library resources, a record 
player, and a filmstrip projector would be helpful: 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



Field trips to the Wadsworth Athenexim's Eestivai of Trees, the Mark Twain House, 
or The Center for the Arts in Westerly, R.i: add to the project, but are not required. 

OVERALL WUE 



Students in this program take a look at thejcoots^of winter celebrations around the 
world. The project helps build an awareness and appreciation of loving, sharing, and 
understanding — the fundamentals of any holiday celebration. 

As a result of the project, language arts skills and attitudes toward school have im- 
proved. Also, students show an increased appreciation, understanding, and respect for 
other people in class, the community, the nation arid the world. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Jeanne Kolar 

William Seefy School 
Seely School Drive 
Groton.CTi 
(203) 445-5853 



Rosemary Pahl 

Hebron Avenue School 
Hebron Avenue 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(203) 633-5231 
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Cooking Up Concepts 



This program uses cooking to motivate students. Using recipK, students: improve 
their reading, math and spelling skills. For example, using the recipe "Cheesy Pretzels, " 
students work with ideas, anagrams, and tracing. Students disciiss the recipes and par- 
ticipate in various activities that reinforce academic and perceptual skills. 

The culmination of these activities is the actual preparation ot the recipe which will 
reinforce all the skills previously tsaght. 



STUDENTS 



The project has Been used for the past four years with first through sixth grade lan- 
guage impaired and learning disaUed students at the Oswegatchie School in Waterford. 
Course material is adaptable to all grade levels and can easily be used in any regular class- 



room situation. 



S1AFF 

The program was developed by Michele Collins, a special education teacher, and Lau- 
ren Brazicki, a speech and language pathologist. 

The school principal and teaching staff encouraged and supported this program. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Assorted cooking utensils and tools are necessary. Also, an overhead projector is im- 
portant. Lesson plans are available from the developer. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

None are required, though field trips can enhance the curriculum. Various publica- 
tions are available free of charge from the National Dairy Council and Ralston Purina. 

OVERALL W-UE 

Students develop responsibility, become more enthusiastic, and develop the ability to 
interact meaningfully with their peers as a result of this program. It uses cooking in both 
an educationally comprehensive and highly motivational way. Through various cooking 
activities, students become involved in a creative learning experience that is useful as well 
as enjoyable. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Lauren Brazicki, Michelle Collins 

Oswegatchie School 
470 Boston Post Road 
Waterford, CT 06385 
(203) 4424331 




Michele Colins and Lauren Brazicki 
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Mock Trial ; City of Th ebe s v s. A n ti gone 



this project begins- with studems iraJing and discussing the play 2 fl tntigone r ia the 
version by Sophocles or By Anouiih. Students are then given guidelines for presenting a 
mock trial based on the charges of treason that have been: brought against Antigone. : 
: Students are asked to try her and draw lots to determine who works oh the case for 
the defense. Each team then decides the basis for its case, which witnesses each should 
create, what should be put into their affidavits (these become the facts upon which the 
trial will !* based), and who should perform which roles. Some students will be wit- 
nesses; others willbe attorneys who cro^examine witness^ brcGghrfortrrby the op- 
posing team; others will prepare and present the opening and closing speeches. 

This project gives students the opportunity to assume full responsibility for the entire 
unit as they incorporate critical thinking skills, writing skills, and team work. The 
teacher is only the facilitator beyond the initial stage. 



STUDENTS 



In the initial project, four classes of twelth graders, ranging in size from 16 to 26, 
prepared the mock trials. Size of the class had no bearing on the quality of the work 
because the smaller classes created fewer witnesses while the larger classes created more. 
Grade level is not a deterrant. Since students create the characters and establish the basis 
for- their trial presentations^ the demands made upon students are commensurate with 
their abilities and educational experiences. 

STAFF 

This program was developed by Jean Ericksort Gaumer, a teacher at Ridgefield High 
School. Any teacher can implement the project JFrom beginning to end, or teachers can 
team together. For instance, English and Social Studies teachers could collaborate so that 
students receive a grade in each subject. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

_ The trial can be held in a regular classroom, in the school auditorium or in the library. 
There should be a classroom copy of the Sophocles or Anouilh play for initial reading. 
Dittoed or mimeographed packets of mock trial rules and the prepared aiiidavits of the 
teams' witnesses should be available to all students, regardless of roles, so that students 
can help one another in tram spirit: 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



Guest attorneys may be jnvked to help^uadents write their direct and cross exami- 
nation questions, or a judge may be invited to preside over the trial: Glasses may enjoy 
visiting a courtroom while a trial is in session. 

OVERALL VALUE 



"Mock Trial: City of Thebes vs: Antigone" gives students an appreciation for the ad- 
versary system of justice and an inquiring concern about the interaction of government, 
law, and values. 

The project appeals to students because they get the chance to create and then enact 
the project. It appeals to the "hams" as well as the thinkers. Yet> all gain an experience 
that teaches them about our system of justice, in a fun way. 




Jean Gaumer 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Jean Gaumer 

700 North Salem Road 
Ridgefield, CT 06877 
(203) 438-3785 
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Art in the Spanis h Classroo m 



This project expands the traditional li terarurerbased curriculum of the apper-level 
language coarse and gives students the opportunity to teach each other about Hispanic 
artists and their works. 

Students are first introduced to a new Spanish vocabulary of art terminology. The class 
is then divided into six groups. Each group prepares a discussion covering a prominent 
Hispanic artist. Others in the class are encouraged to ask questions of the presenters. 
After all artists have been presented, the teacher reviews them with students, who are 
then tested on the material: 

STUDENTS 



- - ^This project d^igiiei for the fourth >^^gfa^ch]M)l Spanish class. It has been 
used successraily for six years: Glass size averages between 15-25 students, who meet 
daily for the whole school year. All students involved in the project completed three years 
of Spanish with a C-average or better. 

The project is easily adaptable to third or fifth year Spanish students. It can also be 
altered to fit the French or Gentian curriculums. 



STAFF 



Susan Reiter developed this program at Haddam-Killingworth High School to ex- 
pand the language curriculum to include art. She had assistance from the art and audio- 
visual teachers in preparing her slides. The library was also supportive in ordering art 
books for students' research. _ 

The administration and language department are both enthusiastic about the project 
since it goes beyond the required curriculum and encourages students to use the language 
in a creative and informative way. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 



This project works well in any regular classroom. A slide projector and screen, re- 
source books, access to a photography room, and materials for preparing slides are help- 
nil. A photography student might prepare the slides as an extra-credit project. Students 
can also show art work from books using an opaque projector. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Staff from the art department are invited in to talk about Cubism, Surrealism, and 
°?^ e ? ^P^^^F® 11 ' 50 art: A v ' s ' c t0 an ^ gallery or museum which houses Hispanic 
art is suggested: 

OVERALL VALUE 

"Art in the Spanish Classroom" offers a new dimension to the traditional literature- 
based upper level Spanish curriculum: It exposes students to art as an integral part of the 
Hispanic culture: 

"Students see that there is more to Spanish than verbs and nouns," said Reiter. "They 
find that they can discuss art easier than the stories they ve read. Spanish becomes more 
than just a means of communicating ideas and information." 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Susan Reiter 

Hoddam-Killingivorth High School 
tittle City Road 
Higganum, CT 06441 
(203) 345-8567 




Susan Reiter 
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Open the Door to a New Wforld 



This program takes students through a panoramic view oF the twentieth century in 
art. Slides, supported by lectures and a scavenger hunt, teach student °bout the eight 
art movements of the twentieth century. 

Each of the eight lessons includes a description of the movement s characteristics and 
a slide lecture explains the artists and their work. A brief slide show is given after every 
two an movements, with a scavenger hunt at the Yale University Art Gallery bringing 
the urrit to a close: Working independently^ students find paintings for ereiy movement 
studied in class, listing the artist's name and title of painting on their scavenger list: 

A bibliography, eight one page study guides, and slide copies are available for teachers 
interested in replicating this project. 



STUDENTS 

This project has been used for three years as part of a one semester introductory art 
course that meets five times a week over a period of four weeks. Participants range from 
special education to honor students in grades nine through twelve. Class size ranges from 
ten to eighteen. 

STAFF 

Developed by Margaret Kangley, an art teacher at Valley Regional High School in 
Deep River, the project hp^diusiast^ administration, and 

students. It can be implememented by any classroom teacher who has a basic knowledge 
of twentieth century art history. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Each student needs a one-page study guide for each art movement. This guide covers 
characteristics of the movements and artists of the period. Teachers will need correspond- 
ing slides. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Access to an art gallery with a twentieth century collection is a must. Kangley takes 
her classes to the Yale University Art Gallery. 

OVERALL VALUE 

A new world opens for the students as they, for the first time, visit an arc gallery with 
an "informed point of view and an appreciation for the unique qualities of twentieth cen- 
tury art. Students enjoy discovering the beauty of art in "real life", instead of learning 
through classroom slides. 

"Their obvious delight in realizing that they can put their classroom learning to work 
is immensely gratifying for the teacher as well as the student/' Kangley says: "Even stu- 
dents who first say they hate art discover a new world that they enjoy and understand." 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Margaret Kangley 

Valley Regional High School 
Kelsey Hill Road 
Deep River, CT 06424 
(203) 526-5328 
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Substation Hand book 



_ The Substation Handbook contains a series of music lesson plans and activities for 
grades kindergarten through five. The booklet was designed for use by a non-music sub- 
stitute teacher. j _■_ 1_ 

A separate area of the classroom is designated the "SUBSTATION", where all ma- 
terials, lesson plans, and other pertinent information can be found. The handbook con- 
tains over forty activities for each grade level. 



STUDENTS 



: This handbook has been used since September 1985 in grades K-5 at the Northeast 
School in Rockville. The frequency of usage depends on the number of absences of the 
nusic teacher. _ 

This project is appropriate at any ability level. Class sizes range from seventeen to 
rwenty-seven. The handbook format makes adaptation at the secondary level simple. 

STAFF 

The project was developed by Carol Baldwin. It is well received by the school admin- 
sttation. The handbook can be implemented without assistance or staff support. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

The handbook is designed to use existing materials and facilities. The "SUBSTA- 
lON" can be set up in the corner of the music room, or if no music room is available, 
shelving unit in any room can be used. 

The simplicity in implementing this project- depends on the individual school's re- 
>urces and the music teacher's willingness to expend the necessary energies to prepare 
le station. 



XJTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 

JVERALL \5\LUE 



The lessons in "The Substation Handbook" reinforce prior instruction on beats, tem- 
os, dynamics, and basic movement, as well as strengthen listening skills and creative 
lovement. They provide musical enrichment activities for the children, incentive for the 
;on-music teacher, and variety in lessons to be taught. 

Being able to offer this teaching tool strengthens the music staffs commitment to pro- 
iding quality education, evea in a teacher^ -absence: The project helps eliminate a void 
tiat occurs when no music substitute can be found. 



OR MORE INFORMATION: 



Carol Baldwin 

Northeast School 
East Street 

Rockville, CT 06066 
(203) 875-5751 




Carol Bald 
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Bored? No Way! I Can Amuse Myself by 
Turning Trash into Treasures . 



"Bored? No way!" shows children that there is more to trash than meets the eye. Dur- 
ing a: twelve lesson recycling unit, students boost their creativity and self motivation by 
learning that everyday trash can be turned into treasures. Recycling is introduced as a 
possible new leisure time activity. A sampling of products ixiade from trash includes re- 
frigerator magnets, pin cushions, coin pouches, bird feeders, catch games, and many 
mqre.As children begin constructing their masterpieces, the possibilities become 
endless: 



STUDENTS 



_ \fearly, over 600 students participate in the Griswold Elementary Home Economics 
program. The recycling unit has worked successfully with students of all ability levels 
in grades one through five. Classes meet once a week — grades 1-3 for 35 minutes of 
instruction, grades 4 and 5 for 4C minutes. 

Says Susan Hall, coordinator of the project, "Smaller groups are ideal for this pro- 
gram. I have found that larger groups tend to require more time to complete their proj- 
ects, individualized treatment motivates students, because they feel I am more intersted 
in what they are creating:" 

STAFF 



Susan S. Hall, home economics teacher, Griswold Elementary School, is developer and 
implementor of "Bored? No way!" The program was put together as part of her elemen- 
tary Home Economics curriculum, and has the full support of the school administration. 
Junior High student volunteers assisted Hall with preparation and classroom duties. Par- 
ents and foster grandparents can also be useful. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Classes are held in a large classroom with plenty of storage space and countertops. This 
type of area is ideal, but not required. Any regular classroom or tabled area can be 
adapted to the needs of the unit. Outside of regular classroom supplies, the only addi- 
tional tools necessary are a pair of utility shears and a hot glue gun. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



Most of the materials used in this unit^re provicbd by zP^remsandJocal companies. 
Parents andstudents are asked to save any materials- they feel may be recycled. Idea books 
are obtained from the school library and the students. A request for materials could also 
be placed in the school newspaper, but Hall says that word of mouth seems to generate 
enough materials. 



OVERALL VALUE 



The challenge of "Bored? No Way" is to stimulate interest in students to recycle un- 
usual materials otherwise regarded as trash. Students learn self-motivation and are 
amazed at what they can make in a fun learning activity. Hall says an indication of the 
success of "Bored? No x^y?" is that students continue to make projects at home. 
: This pr^^tfostersan increase in stxdents^atihty tojbliow wxittertand verbal direc- 
tions, to develop related vocabulary; and to learn and practice time management skills. 
A number of students have mentioned that they even use ideas from the program to en- 
tertain youngsters while baby-sitting. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Susan Hall 

Griswold Elementary School 
Slater Avenue 
Jewett City, CT 06351 
(203) 376-4431 




Susan Hall 
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A Bridge Across Generations: An Interview Project 



Tliis project-atrem^^^ adole^ents tq.vicaE= 

iously experience growing up in another era. After studying various accounts of growing 
up in other time periods in literature, such as those described in To. Kill a Mockingbird 
and "All the Years of Her Life', ' students are given an interview packet with suggested ques- 
tions which focus on the childhood experiences of the person they will be interviewing. 

After interviewing the subject, who should be at feast fifty years of age, students must 
organize their notes into a written format with an introduction and conclusion, Students 
are also encouraged to obtain photographs and other artifacts that they can share with 
the class in their oral presentations: 

STUDENTS 



Every year, all students in Donna Whithorn's ninth grade English classes at Old Say- 
brook High School complete this project. All achievement levels participate. Students 
meetxliiy ibr ibrty jninutes or four days per week for Fifty minutes, taking about three 
weeks to finish the project. 

During class time, various skills are examined to help students complete their inter- 
views successfully. For example, the class studies /riting in dialogue form, and conducts 
practice interviews. Additionally, students read samples of fiction and non-fiction that 
emphasize the themes of growing up and the generation gap. 

STAFF 




Donna Whitham is facilitator cf this p-oject^ It was developed, she notes, after stu- Donna Whitham 
dents expressed concern about the generation gap between themselves and many of their 
elders. 

Some students expressed reluctance at having to talk to "old people." Conversations 
were impossible, according to students, because they have nothing in common. 

The project has proved successful since students have reported that their relationships 
with subjects like their grandparents have improved. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

This assignment requires very little other than access to a copy machine to duplicate 
instructions arid sample questions. Some students use rape recorders, but they are not 
required. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



Field trips could be scheduled to plays that highlight the generation gap experience. 
However^ the primary outside resource lies in the senior citizenry of the town, Some stu- 
dents completed their project by visiting a local convalescent home and talking to pa- 
tients there. Students expressed surprise at how much they enjoyed the experience. 



OVERALL VALUE 



This project literally bridges the generation gap. Students who do not usually talk to 
elderly people find themselves not only talking but learning as well. Everyone has stories 
about growing up, and students find that those same people with whom they said they 
had nothing in common actually do have similar experiences to share. 

As students develop their note taking, questioning, listening, organizing and revision 
skills, they also become closer to the relatives xhey^inKrview, and open their eyes to rht 
unusual circumstances of being a teenager in another time: 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Donna Whitham 
Old Say brook High School 
1111 Boston Post Road 
Old Saybrook, CT 06475 
(203) 3884601 
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Anne frank 



In reading the play "The Diary of Anne Frank" students begin to recognize \ he mag- 
nitude of the Holocaust. Once they have a background on World War H, they research 
arid create a character from that era and role play that character in class. 

Each character must have a .lame, age, nationality, status and place of residence. As 
students read Anne Frank's diary, they keep their own journals and record their personal 

feelings about tb? unit. 

: Simultaneously, in Social Studies, students learn about Wor! J War JI. The unit is sup- 
plemented by videos — The Wall, The Wave, Blood and Honor, The-Diary-of Anne 
Frarik, and Night and Fog. The unit includes a complete bibliography of related texts, 
plus a fiteen-day lesson plan. 

STUDENTS 

The program has been used for the past four years in the eighth grade at Chalk Hill 
Middle School. It takes four weeks to complete, with classes meeting five runes a week, 
45 minutes in Social Studies and 45 minutes in Reading. All ability levels will benefit. 

STAFF 

The Anne Frank unit was developed by Lauren Cass, Bill Bosch and John Piurek. It 
wa^ developed as an interdepartmental unit covering English, Social Studies and Read- 
ing. Lauren Cass has demonstrated the project at the National Council of Teachers of 
English, the National Conference on Social Studies, and the 1985 Institure for Teaching 
and Learning. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

: Each student needs a copy of "The Diary of Anne Frank? Teachers need a copy of the 
State Department Human Rights manual, "Human Rights: The Struggle for Freedom, Dig- 
nity, and Equality^ 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Understanding is deepened by a visitor who survived the Holocaust. Eve Soumeral 
spoke to Cass's class about her ordeal. 

OVERALL V\LUE 

Human rights education emphasizes that dignity is an inalienable rijht of every hu- 
man being. By creating a character from the World War II era and then role-playing that 
character, students begin to understand the philosophical, economic and political con- 
ditions that have historically led to human rights violations. By reading "The Diary of 
Anne Frank", students recognize the human side of war. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lauren Cass 

Chalk Hill Middle School 
345 Fan Hill Road 
Monroe, CT 06468 
(203) 261-2539 
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This project was designed to help students become jnore interested in reading and to 
make the library a more attractive place. In addition, by becoming cover au- 



thors,students' self esteem grew as they saw their work become a permanent part of the 
library's collection. 

Students choose an old book that they want to save. The teacher helps them cover the 
book with cotored^tt paper, ^h^-ctesraden^j5iwide^n illustration to along with 
the title: Once the deign has been approved by the teacher, it is either laminated or 
covered with a library protective jacket. At the completion of the project, books are re- 
turned to die library and re-shelved in the proper sections. 



STUDENTS 

Approximately forty students in grades two through five participated in this pro- 
gram. Once students start the project, they can continue on their own; it does not re- 
quire a great deal of class time or teacher direction. 

The project can be adapted to various grades and to students at different levels of 
achievement. Group size may vary. 

S&FF 

Celeste Gavin developed the idea for this program. She had the support of the prin- 
cipal^ well as well as Qther^c^memjseK at _rh^ A teacher can successfully im- 
plement the project with the help of the school librarian. 




: : : - z: Celeste Gavin 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

— Classroom facilities are sumrient, and ail that's^ needed are old library books, paper, 
:oiored pencils, and laminating paper or library protective sheets. 



3UTSIDE RESOURCES 
None required. 



3VERALLmLUE 

With this project, reading and writing skills, as well as library reference skills, are 
leveloped. It fosters ah interest in books and reading, gets students involved in sharing 
vith others and fosters the notion of treating books with care. 

Teachers simply have to get their students interested in the project. Students take it 
torn there. They feel a sense of pride and ownership in their school library that they have 
Kver felt before. 

? OR MORE INFORMATION: Celeste Gavin 

Flanders Elementary School 
Boston Post Road 
East Lyme, CT 06333 
(203) 739-8475 
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A Time of Greatness 



Thisjs a seventh grade language arts unit that teaches pre- and early adolescents the 
characteristics of a "hero," the implications of having heroes in society and the influences 
of heroes on human behavior. Through the use of a literature cext, newspapers, song lyr- 
ics and discussions, students soon create a working definition of a hero. 

The project begins when students are asked "What is a hero?" Their personal defi- 
nitions are discussed. This is followed by reading "A Gallery of Heroes" from their text, 
Projections in Literature: A class definition of the characteristics of a hero is then 
formulated. 

Students gather more information about "the hero in society" by reading short stories, 
plays and poems such as "The Companion" by \evgeny \evtushenko. Biographies and au- 
tobiographies are also used. News articles which depict heroes according to the class def- 
inition are brought into class for discussion. 

- . The project culminates when students are asked to write about why they believe a hero 
of their choice is admired. Students are also expected to explain how people imitate this 
hero. 

STUDENTS 

"A Time of Greatness*' has been used for the past two years with seventh graders of 
average to above average intelligence at the Flood Intermediate School in Stratford. The 
class meets five times a week for 45-minutes. The project can be successfully transferred 
to smaller groups of no less than three. It can also easily be adapted to other grade levels. 

SKFF 

Richard Hampton is the facilitator of this program. He developed »t in conjunction 
with the recommended readings in his curriculum. The unit is implemented by a lan- 
guage arts teacher and needs no additional support. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Each student needs a literature textbook, a dictionary, notebook paper and access to 
daily newspapers. A record or cassette player is needed in the classroom. Although this 
project was presented in a classroom atmosphere, students can accomplish similiar re- 
sults in a library environment. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

::: Although none are required, guest speakers and field trips to museums and public 
libraries can supplement the project. 

OVERALL VALUE 

In this age of turmoil and cult fallowings, pre- and early adolescents need an oppor- 
tunity to look up to someone for guidance. Through excellent models, students have the 
opportunity to gain increased self-awareness. 



FOR MOR, INFORMATION: Richard Hampton 

Flood Intermediate School 
490 Chapel Street 
Stratford, CT 06497 
(203) 385-4280 
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An Invita tion to the Banquet of t he G ods 

Greek Gods and Goddesses come. alive and Olympus reigns once again as students 
make their way through the pages of the classical myths developing and refining com- 
prehension and writing skills. 

"Banquet of the Gods'* is an eight week unit which emphasizes language arts and 
builds skills which feo'i on the higher levels of critical arid creative thinking. It eri- 
couiages students to apply and assimilate their knowledge. 

The riass producesrheir : own book of ^^yttotogy^ and celebrates their ^tudy with a 
dramatic Banquet of the Gods, where each student comes dressed as one of the gods or 
goddesses. 

STUDENTS 

This program has been used for the past two years with higher level sixth grade stu- 
dents, however, with a lew minor adaptations, average sixth graders can perform suc- 
cessfully. Ideal class size is 20-25 students, since most activities work better with smaller 
groups. Since most language arts classes meet daily, the continuity of the unit is kept 
intact and activities are easily managed. 

STAFF 

While the myths themselves are readily available to all, the particular myths and ac- 
tivities associated with this project were designed by Mary Marrandino, an intermediate 
teacher at West Woods School in Hamden: 

Mary Marrandino 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Multi-copies of avariety of ^Y^^&^boc^^^imxst^ln addition, filmstrips and 
cassette tapes, as well as prints and posters should supplement classroom materials. 
Teacher prepared flow charts and worksheets which focus on individual skills can be ad- 
justed to the level of the group being worked with. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Local art galleries and museums such as the Yale Art Gallery are valuable resources. 

OVERALL VALVE 

For eight weeks, the students were Olympians and the classroom was Olympus: Stu- 
dents read the stories, felt the lives, and viewed the impact on art, literature, music, 
vocabulary and advertising of Greek civilization. 

And through it all, the class addressed skills, often taught in isolation, but more eas- 
ily remembered when taught in conjunction with a high interest area. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Mary Marrandino 

Wst Woods School 
350 West Todd Road 
Hamden, CT 06518 
(203) 248-3221 
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A New Approach to the Oral Report: 
The Student as Teacher 




Students select familiar topics arid present an oral report to the class. It makes speak- 
ing in front of a group less of a frightening experience, 

The pr^ectcenters-ar^und^successfuliy preparing^ then presenting an organized 
group of thoughts: Rather than having assigned topics with which students first must 
familiarize themselves, students choose topics with which they are comfortable. 

So, a student who likes fishing may demonstrate tlycasting, while a student who loves 
to dance may show the class basic ballet positions. 

STUDENTS 

This assignment has become part of the public speaking curriculum at Ledyard High 
School. Students in grades 9-12 participate for one semester, meeting four times per 
week. There are approximately twelve students in every class. 

The lesson may be adapted by any teacher who wants to eliminate the fear that many 
students have about speaking in front of groups. 

S1AFF 

This unit was developed by Charles Ewers as one of nine formal speech presentations 
included in the public speaking elective that he teaches. He has full support from the 
principal and staff. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A classroom is needed for the presentations. Some students may even wish to give Charles 
their presentations out-of-doors. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

On occasion, the teacher may have to guide students in borrowing supplemental ma- 
terial or acquiring permission to use another area of the school for their demonstrations. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Psychologists have noted that giving an oral report is often the most difficult task for 
students. The success of this lesson is based on the feet that it gives student speakers 
firmer ground on which to base their presentations. 

"As a teacher, I want my students to feel confident when they speak in front of others," 
said Ewers. "When students speak from experience, they speak with confidence and 
conviction. j . ._ _. 

There are two obvious benefits to the program. First, the audience is interested. The 
speaker's enthusiasm for his subject is contagious and the variety of topics is as numerous 
as the number of speakers. 

Second, each student gets to view the class from the teachers shoes. They draw up 
lesson plans, devise the best methods for conveying information to the class, see that 
there are ample supplies and evaluate whether the class comprehends the lesson. Such an 
understanding of a teacher's role benefits students by making them more aware of the 
dynamics of the classroom. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Charles Ewers 

Ledyard High School 
24 Gallup Hill Road 
Ledyard, CT 006339 
(203) 464-9600 
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Reading for College 



This course is a skills-oriented program that exposes students to reading and study 
strategies that are valuable tools of learning in a college environment. : 

Students receive a textbook written by the instructor that is specifically designed for 
this course. The project begins with a diagnostic reading and study skills survey to de- 
termine ability levels, followed by a two-week lesson in improving reading ability. Stu- 
dents receive training in eye movement, fixations and perceptual skilis needed to 
improve their reading rates. Students are tested weekly for reading rate and 
comprehension, 

The vocabularv improvement segment teaches xhe use of affixes, context clues and 
connotation in determining meaning. The course then shifts to study skills, ^where-Stu- 
dents are taught textbook reading techniques, listening skills and note-taking strategies 
for lectures. They are also given helpful test-taking strategies for the S.A.T. The segment 
culminates with a lesson in students' learning styles, using the Gregoric Style Dilineator. 

The remainder of the program is made Up of two parts: How to read Expository Ma- 
terial, and How to Read Fiction. 

STUDENTS 

The program is designed for average and above average high school juniors and sen- 
iors. Class size ranges from 15 to 25 students who meet every day for 48 minutes for an 
entire semester. 

STAFF 

Michael Gudaitis developed this program as an addition to the English curriculum at 
Avon High School. The project is supported by students, staff, administrators, and par- 
ents. It can be implemented without additional support. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

The program can be conducted in any classroom. Equipment needed includes: tape 
recorder and cassettes, filmstrip projector, copy machine, stop watch and tachistoscope. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Former students who are now attending college are valuable as guest speakers. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Some schools have mini-courses in either speed reading or study skills. These courses 
ale good in concepts, but do not fully prepare students for many of the techniques in- 
volved in establishing successful reading habits in most academic areas. 

"This course is a very popular English elective," said Gudaitis. "Students tafeJt and 
see that their S.A.T, scores have improved and realize that their study skills have been 
enhanced. Students who have gone on to college have come back expressing gratitude 
toward the program." 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Michael Gudaitis 

Avon High School 
510 West Avon Road 
Avon, CT 06001-2519 
(203) 673-2551 
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The AH Year Long Storybook 



Students collect, edit and illustrate stories in this program which develops expressive 
and organizational skills: 

At least one story is expected from each child for each month of the school year: Stories 
are mounted, bound, and covered to provide students with their own individual 
bookletis. 

Students gain sequencing and reading skills, as well as confidence and an outlet to 
vent their emotions. 

STUDENTS 

Over the past six years, several kindergarten classes have participated in the program. 
Ideal class size is twenty students or less, but that number is flexible. Activities are suit- 
able for all ability levels: 

STAFF 

The project was developed by Shirley Coe at the Melissa Jones School in Guilford. It 

is a modification of the language experience approach- tareading. _ _ 

_ The technique, as well as students sampler were demonstrated by Coe at the Early 
Childhood Educational Council workshop in Bridgeport and presented to a graduate 
class at Central Connecticut State University. 

Because of the number of children and the limited time in kindergarten, a volunteer 
may be heeded to record stories. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A quiet corner of a classroom is perfect for the program. Students will also need ma- 
terials to make their booklets. Use of a computer saves time and enhances interest. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Field trips arid other classroom activities are recommended 

OVERALL \ALUE 

The All \fear Long Storybook is (deal for young children because of the provision for 
developmental needs, intellectual differences, and individual interests. A teacher will 
have a record of earKstadem'siariguage development through the year. This becomes a 
vital tool in the assessment of progress and placement. 

Students enjoy the opportunity to express themselves in private conversation with an 
adult. "It is exciting to watch as the child makes corrections in grammar and sorts out 
the real from the make-believe," Coe said. "The ultimate excitement is when students 
discover that they can also read the stories!" 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Shirley Coe 

Melissa Jones School 
Long Hill Road 
Guilford, CT 06437 
(203)457-0773 
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Rainbows to Writing 



- This program consists of daily-prapke, weekly 

encourage^tudents' writing. A calender ibr the month is set up with a story-starter for 
each school day: Students daily expand these into stories for the class. 

Each morning, an informal conference with the teacher is held, stories are critiqued 
and suggestions are offered for content arid clarity. Each Friday, students select their fa- 
vorite stories, which are then sent home to be proofread and copied. Parents are notified 
arid assigned joint responsibility in the editing process. On Monday, the publishable 
forms are returned and displayed. 

Extended classroom activities include several rainbow making projects. The festive 
atmosphere continues with end of the .month parties^ where students present their fa- 
vorite stories followed by refreshments of rainbow gelatin, pudding-on-a-cloud and sky 
cookies made by the classes. 

STUDENTS 

The program was developed for a second grade language arts class at the Ruth L. Chaf- 
fee Elementary. School in Newington. Daily assignments are completed and evaluated 
according to individual ability. 

Group size really makes no difference. The project is easily adaptable to other j/rade 
levels. 

SEtFF 

Verne-Marie Kozak and Nancy Helberg-Sm ietana developed the project as part of the 
language arts/creative writing curacujum. It^^ the help of par- 

ents who work with the srudents on weekend homework assignments: The project does 
not require any additional staff. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Each student is given a copy of the calendar made for the month. Each day details the 
start of the first sentence for the story. Students collect their work in a special folder, 
which they use to carry their homework back and forth. 

Cafeteria facilities are used for making refreshments at the end of the month. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Parents are informed by classroom newsletters of the project and the role they are re- 
quested to play. Parents become partners in the student s publishable creations. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Through daily writing activities, student's attitudes toward the writing process im- 
prove, as do the skills involved in that process. Brief, daily conferences allow feedback 
which encourages positive attitudes and continued ^ progress in written- work. -Parental 
involvement helps extend the use of writing out of the academic realm into a needed skill 
in everyday life. 

Parties held at the end of the month are arenas to highlight accomplishments by pres- 
entations of favorite publications. Refreshments made by students are shared with class- 
mates, parents and administrators. Enthusiasm and eagerness for the next month's 
writing celebration are highly visible. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Verne-Marie Kozak, Nancy Helberg-Smietana 

Ruth t . Chaffee Elementary School 
160 Superior Avenue 
Newington^ CT 06111 
(203) 666-4687 




Nancy Helberg-Smietana and 
Vern-Marie Kozak 
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Computer Graphics/Greative Writing Project 



This: projeccLCornbines English composition with art, using the computer as a moti- 
vational too!.; This interdisciplinary approach improves both the writing: and art skills 
of students while providing them with "harids : bn" computer experience. Forming a link 
between art arid English, the program stresses composition arid poetry for students arid 
reinforces ; their creative thought processes. 

Students are given introductory lessons and demonstrations on the use of the computer 
and the Koala Pad, a computer graphics tool, Instruction is followed by supervised 
hands-on exercises. Once these are mastered, students begin working on their drawings, 
which will eventually generate an idea for a composition or a poem. All work is saved on 
disks for future use. 

STUDENTS 

The project is now in its second year. In the pilot year, appro: mately 40 fifth to 
eighth grade students participated. Most were below average, had behavior problems, or 
were truants. 

Since the project is not part of the regular curriculum, students are scheduled for one 
4i) minute period per week. "The same sradents who weren't coming to school now get 
there before me in the morning,": Joan Flasko, co-developer of the program said, "and I 
have to kick them out at the end of the day. Tney really enjoy this." 

With simplified software programs, the project can be adapted for students as young 
as the second grade. Larger groups can be accommodated by having two or three students 
work on assignments together. 



STAFF 



The project was conceived and developed by Marilyn Smith, art teacher, and Joan 
Flasko, English teacher at the Roosevelt School in Bridgeport. They have jointly devel- 
oped wall charts, hand-outs, and a color-coded disk catalog so that students can work 
independently daring ^regxilariy scheduled classes. .. _ - 

Both teachers learned to operate computers on their own and have been using them 
in their classrooms for the past few years. They have also presented workshops to other 
teachers and have developed a bibliography of various software programs. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

This project is classroom-based. To successfully implement, teachers will need com- 
puter (s) and a printer; software; blank disks; explanatory' wall charts and handouts with 
exercises. A computer graphics device and a color monitor will enhance student's work, 
but neither are required. 




Joan Flasko and Marilyn Smith 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Schools without computers or printers may have parent groups or local businesses will- 
ing to purchase or loan them to the school . 



OVERALL VALUE 

"The only was to learn is to write," Flasko said. "This project takes regular learning 
and turns it into a fun experience." Because corrections are made on the computer, stu- 
dents no longer mind editing and re-editing: With each work,- their writing -improves. 

Students are eager to show ofTtheir printed work to family and friends. Those involved 
in the project last year even had their works on display at the public library. _ _ 

More important though, is the fact that since students need the approval of all of their 
teachers to continue their participation, their behavior and school work improve in all 
subject areas. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
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Marilyn Smith, Joan Flasko 
Roosmp-Svhoci-^ - - 
68QParkj\venue 
Bridgeport; CT 06604 
(205) 576-8032 
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Mass Media in the 20th Century 



Through_the_use c£wjde-variety of materials and^ctivities, students familiarirethem^ 
selves with the development, functions, and impact of the major forms of mass mediain 
America today. No: textbook is required. The project curriculum includes specific and 
recommended readings, a variety of discussion topics* and several independent "hands- 
on" projects from which students can learn while enjoying themselves. 



STUDENTS 



This unit has been used successfully with English and Language Arts students in the 
eleventh arid twelth grades at Ledyard Senior High School. Ability levels range from av- 
erage to above average. 

StAFF 

Lance Rockefeller developed this program to expand the st<jidard curriculum studies 
ofcoJitemfKsrary^ictiori, vocatuJary^arid writing skills^ The unit aeeds no further staff, 
although enrichmeir of the program would be possible with guest speakers. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 



The project requires no textbook , although a text can be used in conjunction with 
some of the activities. In the past, some assignments have involved the use of Fletcher 
Littels book Coping with Television (McDougal, Littel, and Co. , 1973.) Most materials 
are taken from newspapers, magazines, television and radio broadcasts. This approach 
guarantees that materials are up-to-date. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



Although none are needed, field trips and guest speakers will enhance students un- 
derstanding of the concepts. 



OVERALL VALUE 

Since this project deals with "real-world" uses of language, it has proven successful 
at actively involving the "passive learner" in class discussions and activities. 

Students develop the ability to recognize biases and propaganda in written and elec- 
tronic media and jg^n^n awareness of the technotogjfcal development sf the electronic 
media: They also develop an understanding of demographic studies, rating systems, and 
their impacts on programming. 

z "This project is a slight digression from the more formal, typical English style," said 
Rockefeller. "Students really get involved, and do not feel like they have just been as- 
signed busy work. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Lance Rockefeller 
Ledyard Senior High School 
24 Gallup Hill Road 
Ledyard, CT 06839 
(203) ^64-9600 




Lance Rockefeller 
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Curriculum Units Designed for Success 



This program was developed for learning ^disabled students who have problems in 
reading. Using adolescent novels, various cognitive skills are targeted as needing im- 
provement. These include vocabulary skills, written expression, listening skills, as well 
as literal, inferential, and applied levels of comprehension. : 

A variety of activities are used for various chapters in each novel. These activities in- 
clude crossword puzzles, word searches, objective and essay questions, class discussions, 
and teacher-made cassette recordings. 

Teachers interested in developing a unit for their curriculum area may recieve sample 
packets. To date, units are available for the following: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The 
Cay, A Day No Pigs Would Die, Five Were Missing, The Island of the Blue Dolphins, Old Yeller, 
The Outsiders, Savage Sam, Soup, and A Wrinkle in Time. 

STUDENTS 

These units were developed for 7th and 8th graders in the Individualized Educational 
Program (I.E.P) English and Language Arts classes at Clark Lane Junior High School 
in Waterford. Class sizes range from five to nine students, and units can be adapted for 
pupils of ail ages and abilities. Approximately five novels are covered by each class during 
the school year. 

STAFF 

Janet Merkent and Candace Sullivan are special education teachers who have taught 
together for the past seven years. The program was developed and implemented as an 
extension of a graduate course completed by Merkent. This program can be implemented 
by a teacher without assistance or staff support. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 



Materials for this unit include adolescent novels, dittos and student dictionaries. Mer- 
kent and Sullivan recommend that teachers also include films, filmstrips, records, cas- 
settes and a variety of o*t materials. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



Although they are not essential, the Regional Education Service Center and the public 
library have proved to be valuable resources. 

OVERALL VALUE 

The program promotes an interest in learning while building academic and affective 
skills. Students gain personal satisfaction and achieve success by reading novels and com- 
pleting accompanying activities. They become sensitive to the character's varied person- 
alities and lifestyles and identify universal needs which may apply to their own lives. 

Units using similar activities are adaptable to other disciplines. For example, a science 
unit on smoking and tobacco was written and successfully implemented at the school. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Janet Merkent, Candace Sullivan 
Clark Lane Junior High School 
105 Clark Lane 
Waterford, CT 06385 
(203) 443-2837 




Candace Sullivan and Janet Merkent 
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Exploring Etymology ancl Onomastics 

Students engage in individual and group research as they ^re r hexharacter-and 
loots of the English language. Emphasis is plscedon voabulary development through 
the introduction of iatin and Greek root words and the study of various ways in which 
words enter a language. 

Students participate in two research projects, one in a small group format and the 
other independently. Groups create a dictionary of neologisms which include words from 
their surnames as well as those of school staff members. Independently students deter- 
mine the origins and meanings of their given and surnames. Then they present this in- 
formation symbolically on personal coats of arms. 

STUDENTS 

Students in eighth grade developrr.rntal reading classes at Cloonan Middle School par- 
ticipate in the program. Classes mtx* three times a week and range in number from 18 
to 25^ Though- the entire program is used with above average students, elements can be 
adapted to other age groups and achievement levels. 

STAFF 

This unit was developed by Jeanne Martel, a developmental reading teacher, as part 
of an interdisciplinary unit for exceptional learners called "Egography." 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

: Reference books should be brought ro the classroom if possible. Classroom copies of Jeanne Martel 
foreign language dictionaries and atlases should be made available. Students are expected 
to use the public library for other reference materials. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

A field trip to the local public library is essential. The local historical society may pro- 
vide information about speakers versed in onomastics, 

OVERALL \ALUE 

Students increase their vocabularies, expand their knowledge of research techniques, 
gain experience in using written and human resources, and learn the dynamics of group 
enterprise. They often take ownership of the : pro[ect ^nd-b^orne relentless in their quest 
for information about their surnames. Spin-off projects are often generated into the Fields 
of genealogy, heraldry, and historical research. By manipulating word parts and creating 
new words, students gain awareness of the structural characteristics of language. A sense 
of personal pride is generated and communication with parents and other relatives is en- 
couraged. The teacher eventually becomes a facilitator rather than an instructor. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jeanne C Martel 

Cloonan Middle School 
li West North Street 
Stamford, CT 06902 
(203) 358-4544 
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- Jkudents build their communication skills by communicating with students from an- 
other area using letters and video taped messages. Students obtain a realization of dis- 
tance, geography and climate, and learn about people from otter places. 

Initial emphasis is placed on the art of communicating thoughts through letter writ- 
ing. As relationships develop and familiarity is established, students plan a video taped 
message to their new "friends." 

The tape is sent to the corresponding school, where they make a tape in response. 
Postcards and photographs are exchanged, giving students well-rounded pictures of sim- 
ilarities and differences. 

STUDENTS 

Over 50 students, ten and eleven years of age, have participated in this project, which 
is in its second year at the Main Street School in Old Say brook. Students write letters at 
least once every two weeks, and videos are produced several times a year. After the initial 
video, students tape science experiments or oral presentations in various subject areas. 
The project can be successful with larger or smaller groups of varying ability levels. 

STAFF 

: Juila Koui developed this program in cooperation with a teacher from a school in 
Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. The project is shared with friends and famiiy members 
as a mutual learning experience, and it has the full support of the administration and 
staff: 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Each student begins with a basic English text and lessons in writing a friendly letter, 
sentence structure, vocabulary variation, spelling, and handwriting skills. In time, 
video equipment is needed to film student s activities. 

There is no complicated set-up and VCR equipment can be used in the classroom as 
well as throughout the school. VCR equipment is not a must, for students c\n simply 
write letters and send cassette tapes instead. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Students are excited about sharing with students from another state. Thrc gh the var- 
ious letter writing exercises and video activities, student* improve their skills in language 
arts, science and geography. 

- - The entire class participates in every aspect of the project, be it guiding the camera 
tour » filming, narrating, planning scripts, editing, or evaluating the communication 
skills of self and peers: Students are encouraged to take risks. Confidence is developed as 
each student learns to make a plan and stick to it. Students enjoy receiving letters and 
tapes from their new found friends. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Julia Koch 

Main Street Middle School 

308 Main Street 

Old Saybrook, CT 06475 

(203)388-3443 
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Los Parentescos de la Familia/Family Relationships 

This project is a "painless and enjoyable" way to practice family relations through role 
playing. 

The foclis of the project is vocabulary building. Each of the three lessons includes a 
vocabulary list of new words that are introduced to students through role-playing 
exercises. 

Students are assigned roles by the teacher, who is equipped with a list of questions. 
Students answer questions about family relationships using their new vocabulary lists. 

STUDENTS 

This program is used with Spanish Iil students at W^thersfield High School, It is in 
its first year. 

In only three lessons, students learn in a fun way what otherwise miglr have been a 
very laborious exercise. Vocabulary drills are made enjoyable, because students learn the 
words in context instead of by rote. 

STAFF 

This project was developed by Rose Wright. Other members of the staff plan to use 
it in the future. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Mrs. Wright has prepared material for this unit, which is available to any teacher who 
wishes to implement it. *° se Wfi S ht 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

None are required: 

OVERALL VALUE 

Wright has found that students are bored when relationships are taught in the tra- 
ditional manner. Some students grasp the concepts, many do not, 

"Students love the pace of this unit," said Wright, "and the fact that there is always 
a change of activity. There is a noticable increase ii> their performance and they seem more 
enthusiastic." As a result, the participants acquire a better understanding of Hispanic 
views of the "extended family." 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Rose Wright 

Wthersfield High School 
411 Wolcott Hill Road 
Wethersfield^ CT 06109 
(203) 563-8181 
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Ted E. Bear, Oral and Written Language 



Kindergarten children write letters to Ted E. Bear using "invented spelling," a tech- 
nique of writing letters of the sounds you hear in a wore*. The alternative is dictating 
letters to older-rhiidreru or adults. 

Ted has his own personal mailbox in the classroom. Each day, students have the option 
of reading their letters to Ted, having theteacher read the 4etters to Ted, or having the 
letters remain private, for Ted only. Children are thrilled as they receive prompt replies 
from Ted, who is positive in his comments concerning the situations that prompt the 
letter. 

He continually praises the children for their letters and their use of "invented spell- 
ing." Ted becomes an integral part of the language experience program in kindergarten, 
to such activities as VEavorite Stuffed Animal Day" and the Teddy Bear Picnic, 
a story is written and illustrated by each child and compiled into a book. 



STUDENTS 



This program has been used for the past six years with two kindergarten classes of 
various developmental levels at The Barkhamsted School in Pleasant Valley. Each class 
contains approximately twenty-five students, however, the project can be implemented 
with a larger or smaller group. Letters are read to and from Teddy daily for about twenty 
minutes. Time is allotted everyday for students to write their letters to Teddy. 

S^FF 

The project was developed by Deborah Wright-Vincent with the help of Helene 
Thompson, librarian. 

"What's fun about this project is that the entire staff gets involved," said Wright- 
Vincent. "Ted occasionally receives letters from the principal, language arts consultant, 
librarian, and other staff members." Staff, parents, and students eagerly await Ted s ar- 
rival each year. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A loveable teddy bear, mailbox, paper, pencils and markers are all that is needed to 
implement this project. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 



None are required, though Wright- Vincent did take her class to a teddy bear man- 
ufacturer, who explained the process of making the bears. The following year, one of 
those bears became Ted's sister Paula. 




Deborah Wright- Vincent 



OVERALL VALUE 

--. "Ted E. Bear" supports the Language Experience approach, which gives students the 
opportunity to build on their speaking and listening skills, as well as develop beginning 

reading and writing skills. 

Through the use of a familiar and non-threatening friend such as Ted , students explore 
and discover oral and written language. Parents become actively involved with their chil- 
dren's learning. Students are encouraged, and seem to enjoy, writing at home. They are 
so enthusiastic about this writing experience that they continue to write to Ted after leav- 
ing the kindergarten class. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Deborah Wright- Vincent 
The Barkhamsted School 
RO. Box 162 
Ripley Hill Road 
Pleasant Valley, CF 06063 
(203) 379-2729 
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Mediation Project: Grades 3-6 = 

The Mediation Project focuses on. the training of students in conflict resolution skills; 
It enables them to resolve disputes peaceably, without adult intervention. While there 
are currenrly many conflict resolution programs in the United States in grades 7-12, 
there are relatively few programs in the elementary schools, particularly at the grade lev- 
els used in this program. 

STUDENTS 

All twenty-one students in Paula Steinmetzs third grade class at the Noah Webster 
School in Hartford are learning mediation skills. Since small groups are necessary for 
training sessions, seven students are trained during each of the three training cycles. Stu- 
dents fromii ability-groups and achievement levels are trained in the following: the con- 
flict resolution process, problem solving^ communication and listening skills. There are 
ten 45 minute training sessions in each ;:ycle. Upon completion of training, two media- 
tors are on duty throughout the day to approach classmates who are arguing or fighting. 
Mediarion is strictly voluntary. 

STAFF 

Steinmetz, has developed a slide presentation explaining the purpose and format of 
the project, which has the enthusiastic support of the principal, and several other teachers 
oil the staff. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES Paula Steinmetz 

Ordinary classroom chairs are used in a semi-private area of the classroom for media- 
tion sessions. Two green Girl Scour sashes are used to identify each mediator: 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Use of mediation has resulted in a decrease in the numbers of conflicts among students 
at the Noa^ ^Kfeteter SchooL Students with behavicoir^blems who have been trained 
with the mediation process have shown a significant improvement in their behavior. 

Interestingly, some students who are not academic achievers have demonstrated lead- 
ership abilities not otherwise apparent. An atmosphere of cooperation and helpfulness 
prevails in the classroom. Students have developed leadership skills, increased feelings of 
self-pride, self-confidence, and self-responsiblity as well as an awareness of how their be- 
havior affects others. 

Moreover, students can use skills that they've acquired at home with their parents, 
other adults and siblings : The confl ict resolution process is an excel lent vehicle for the 
development of critical thinking, problem solving, listening and oral language expres- 
sion skills. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Paula Steinmetz 

Noah Webster School 
5 Cone Street 
Hartford, CT 06105 
(203) 523-4218 
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PEPRI 

This i» ah individually identified, student-centered remedial physical fitness plan 
aimed at improving students* overall health and fitness. It gives students the opportunity 
to develop their own physical fitness program, tailored to their own individual 
capabilities. 

This country has been for the past few years ^ia the midst of a fitness_ ,4 craze", while 
at the same time^ evidence points to a lack of physical fitness among young people. Stu- 
dents in the program are tested to determine their capabilities, and then they enter into 
either a six or sixteen week intensive fitness program administered during free class pe- 
riods. When students are deficient in more than one area, they are scheduled for addi- 
tional sessions. 



STUDENTS 

During the 1984- 1985 school year, "PEPRI" served between 125- 150 students at the 
Martin Kellogg Middle School in Newington. All students involved in the program have 
demonstrated abilities below the 30th percentile in any or all of the three areas of fit- Alice 
ness — endurance, strength and flexibility. 

_ For optimum efficiency, class size is kept to between six and eight students. Each stu- 
dent is assured of individualized treatment and of a program that suits his or her fitness 
needs. 

STAFF 

The project was developed by Physical Education teachers Alice Dorn and Frank Wil- 
kosz, assisted by supervisor Peter Cimini. The program requires close cooperation be- 
tween the physical education teachers and school administration. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

"PEPRI" works best in a gymnasium or outdoor area. Mats, weights, a stopwatch, 
an exercise bike, jump ropes, climbing ropes and a chinning bar are helpful. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

The University of Connecticut is an excellent resource for analyzing the results of phys- 
ical fitness tt^s. Computer analysis is necessary to determine percentile ranges. The pro- 
gram can be easily adapted to any standard fitness test: 

OVERALL VALUE 

With such an emphasis on fitness in today s world, the value of this program is evi- 
dent. Students worJcwith existing equipment and facilities to improve their own physical 
fitness: The program requires minimum expenditures and helps students develop phys- 
ical fitness attitudes that will accompany them into adult life. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Alice Dorn, Frank Wilkosz 

Martin Kellogg Middle School 
155 Harding Avenue 
Newington, CT 06111 
(203) 666-5418 
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Stress Reduetion arid Relaxation Techniques 
for School and Home 

This unit teaches students how to deal with stress associated with school or other daily 
living situations. It shows students how to identify stress * and then how to deal with it 
in safe, appropriate ways. These exercises offer students a variety of tangible, practical 
and useful methods of reducing stress, tension and anger: 

1. Progressive muscle relaxation — alternately tightening and relaxing the muscles to 
develop better physiological awareness; 

2. Autogenics — - mentally relaxing overused muse Irs. 



3. Deep diaphramic breathing exercises — controlling the body's functions in a nat- 
ural way; 

4. Visualization — using the imagination to create the vision of a peaceful place or sit- 
uation, and 

5. Biofeedback — an electronic monitor that g'ves students auditory feedback when 
they relax their muscles. 

STUDENTS 

Hyperactive, neurologically impaired arid asthmatic children, as well as average 
groups of children in grades one through four succeed in reducing stress with this pro- 
gram. A relaxation unit, taught at tile beginning of the school year, can subsequently Marc Kronisch 
Be practiced in school and at home as the school yj^progresses. Although the program 
has been used primarily with younger children, the exercises can be adapted for any age: 

STIFF 

"Stress Reduction and Relaxation Techniques for School and Home" was developed by 
Marc Kronisch, a physical education teacher at the Annie E. Vinto school in Mansfield. 
Though it has received the support of the school psychologist, nurse, principal, and sev- 
eral classroom teachers, the program can be implemented without any additional 
support. 

FACILITIES AND MATERIALS 

Activities for this program can be conducted in any quiet, undisturbed room. A car- 
peted area or mats are helpful, but riot essential. Biofeedback equipment, audio cas- 
settes, and other packaged materials, though optional, can be ordered. Overall, the cost 
of adopting a relaxation program is minimal. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

--- None are required, but there area number cf experts in the field who would be more 
than happy to share methods or techniques: 

OVERALL VALUE 

In recent years, health experts and researchers from a variety of disciplines have rec- 
ognized the negative effects tbat stress can have on school-aged children. The relaxation 
techniques taught in the program enable students to understand and control their stress, 
making it work in positive rather than negative ways. 



Marc Kronisch 

Amu E. Vinton Elementary School 
306 Stafford Road 
Mansfield, CT 06250 
(203)423-3086 




FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
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Everything That You Wanted to Know About a 
Learning Disability But Didn't Know Whom to 

This project involving guiding students with learning disabilities through a work- 
book aimed at developing an understanding of learning disabilities. The booklet is in a 
question and answer format with student activity pages. Once completed, students keep 
booklets for possible future reference. 

The purpose of the project is two-fold. The first is to supply information regarding 
the nature oflearning disabilities to students, their families and teachers: Secondly the 
booklet provides a greater degree of comfort and acceptance of the feelings that frequently 
accompany coping with a learning disability. 

The concepts are presented using humorous illustrations and upbeat, informal lan- 
guage. In addition to the booklet, instructional guidelines and a short bibliography are 
avails ue. 

STUDENTS 

The booklet has been used for 18 months with students in grades 4,5, and 6. It was 
presented in a group setting of 6-8 students meeting 30 minutes weekly for eight 
sessions. 

As in all groups, the supportive dynamics of interaction augment the purposes of the 
booklet. Groups were co-led by the special education teacher and a social worker. 

Individual students in grades 3.8, and 9 have also effectively worked through the 
booklet. 

STAFF 

This project was developed by Deborah Maxa, a learning disabilities teacher, and He- 
len Nix, a social worker at Pleasant Valley School in South Windsor. It has been enthu- 
siastically received by the pupil services department, the superintendent of schools, the 
Connecticut State Dej^rtment of Education, private psychologists and area pediatri- 
cians. The Association for Children with teaming Disabilities (ACLD), requested that 
it be made available to all ACLD chapters through the national conference in March 
1986. 

The project can be implemented by any classroom teacher in consulration with a spe- 
cial education teacher. A social worker or a psychologist would enhance the group proc- 
ess, but is not essential. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Each student and leader needs their own copy of the booklet, which can be copied at 
minimal cost. A %id^rip to the resource room at the next level of education, whether 
it be the junior high school or college offering special education services is recommended. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required: 

OVERALL VALUE 

This project helps students, parents and teachers cope with learning disabilities 

School staff members have observed a significant change in the attitudes of children 
and their parents as well. Parents express greater understanding of their child's academic 
struggles and are better able to give emotional support. 




Deborah Maxa and Helen Nix 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Helen Nix, Deborah Maxa 
Pleasant Valley School 
1737 Main Street 
South Windsor, CT 06074 
(203)528-9711 
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Operation Egg-Drop 



This project incorporates creative design and building principles to teach ^gravity, 
flight, and aerodynamics. Students research, design and Build a spacecraft that when 
launched from the school roof with an astronaut (a raw egg!) in it, will land completely 
intact. 

j The project begins with students researching gravity, flight, rocket design and land- 
ing procedures. The spacecraft are built at home out of materials selectd by the students. 
Students are required to bring their ships in the day before the launch. 

STUDENTS 

Operation Egg Drop has been used for the past nine years in the fifth grade at the 
Elmer T. Thienes Elementary School in Marlborough. The project takes three to four 
weeks to complete with students working at home and in the classroom: Class size varies, 
as do achievement levels. 

"Operation Egg-Drop" can be implemented from 4th grade up to senior high school. 

STAFF 

The project was developed from a unit presented by Dr. Ralph Yulo, a professor at 
Eastern Connecticut State University, and adapted by Darrell Netto. The project has 
been used in Marlborough for the past nine years with the assistance of two other staff 
members,^dministration and parents: TV project can be done without staff support, 
but on a smaller scale. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 



The following items are necessary: two large posters,qne identifying the Launch Area 
and the other identifying the splash down or landing area; a stretcher for the splashdown 
crew to recover each aircraft; two flags, one yellow saying "SCRAMBLED" and bne 
white saying "MADE IT'*; Operation Egg-Drop participation cards and ribbons for each 
successful mission. 




Darrell Netto 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Several books and filmstrips are available. 



OVERALL VALUE 



This project allows students of all abilities to be creative while learning about :on- 
cepts of night. Students develop planning, perceptual and organizational skills. :ile at 
the same time having fun . 

| 'Sriidcncs _fiasn ^^fan^claBBBes^ ^^^ul^K parents and community members benefit trom 
the Egg-Drop adventure," Netto said: 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Darrell Netto 

Marlborough Elementary School 
School Drive 
Marlborough, CT 06447 
(203) 295-9551 
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Are You Experimenting Safely? 

zz^^iP^}^ 1 ^? 5 ^ 1 ^^ students to many safety concerns they will mounter in their 

school careers as well as in their personal lives. . 

following readier demonstrations and explanations, students participate in practice 
sttsions. Upon completion of the project, students are tested. Discussion and reference 
materials extend classroom knowledge to activities in students' lives where safety is a 

This project can be used as a unit or broken up to suit a particular activity. 

STUDENTS 

This project began sixteen years ago as a prerequisite to science classes. Each year, all 
ninth grade students at The Brooklyn School in Brooklyn spend three to four weeks 
learning material that they will encounter in high school classes and beyond. Lecture 
sessions and small group demonstrations for all ability divisions are used. 

S1AFF 

Developed by Ron Ber^ron^ this projecrcan be implemented by any teacher familiar 
with science equipment and general safety rules: 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

This project can be carried out in any classroom, but it is better demonstrated in a 
science lab with equipment and facilities. The project lists materials that should be 
available. Ronald Bergeron 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Field trips to science facilities at colleges, universities, and businesses where labwork 
is carried out will enhance the project. Viewing professionals in the field works to rein- 
force guidelines learned in the classroom setting. 

OVERALL VALUE 

This project makes students more "safety conscious." With legal liability an ever pres- 
ent issue today, a teacher demonstrating the "safe way" protects students by making them 
aware of the hazards that they may encounter, as well as what to do to avoid them. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Ronald Bergeron 

The Brooklyn School 
Gorman Road 
Brooklyn, CT 06234 
(203) 774-9153 
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Chemistry: Principles and Processes 



This project activates students interest im learning chemical principles In eight lab- 
oratory experiments, students prepare such familiar products as paint, fragrances, soap, 
glue, and silvered mirrors. Students observe concrete examples for difficult abstract 
concepts. 

All concepts normally presented in a first-year chemistry course are incorporated into 
this program. Students are motivated to understand the principles and perfect their 
products because at the end of each unit, student-made products are quality tested: 

STUDENTS 

- ^i^jTOUTO-^ beeaus^ since 1974 with high schrol ropfan^es^ and^en^ 
iors: Students meet six periods a week — one double period in a lab and four single class 
periods in a classroom setting. The program in its entirety lasts the full school year. 

There is enough flexibility in the lab assignments and text to make the units adaptable 
for below average, average and honor level students. The teacher can choose to use all or 
drily some of the projects and problems available as appropriate to suit the academic level 
of the students. 

STAFF 

"Chemistry: Principles arid Processes was developed arid is being taught by Miriam 
Nagei at Avon High School. Other teachers in the Avon school system have also taught 
sections of the course. 

The original pilot program for this course was prepared under a state: grant for in- 
novative education. Information about the program lias been shared at conferences in the 
United States and Canada. Materials for the course have been shared with teachers 
throughout the U.S. and the world. 

The course is supported by the entire school administration, who have encouraged 
students to enroll in the course, published the text, and obtained necessary supplies and 
equipment. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

'P" s : cotIJse :? a 5 t ? u ? n ^^ erever -^^^j^^h?^- school chemistry program 
that includes lab exercises is offered: Supplies are standard or locally available: 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Honor students are given a standard advanced placement text for additional reading 
and practice problems. The course is enriched at all levels through the use of appropriate 
films which reinforce various topics in the program. 

OVERALL mLUE 

This course attracts students to chemistry. Enrollments are very high and academic 
achievement is consistently above average based on the results of the NSTA-ACS High 
School Cooperative Exam. In addition to academic achievement, students develop skills 
in writing arid organizing information. 

Several students have won honors in local chemistry competitions, and reports from 
graduates and parents are very favorable. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Miriam Nagel 

Awn High School 
510 West Avon Road 
Avon, CT 06001 
(203) 673-2551 




Miriam Nagel 
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Properties of Materials 

This project consists oFa set oF laboratory experiments and a lecture demonstration on 
the topics bF stress, strain, elastic limits, surface tension, and buoyancy: Definitions and 
calculations associated with these concepts are discussed. 

In a laboratory setting, students locate numbers of situations that illustrate the con- 
cepts listed. At each "station", they are presented with a card on which there are a series 
of questions and/or calculations. Students must form connections between the situation 
and the concept to solvethe proUem, Most physics texts contain the appropriate back- 
ground necessary to complete each task: 



STUDENTS 

Approximately 260 eleventh and twelrh grade students participate in the program 
each year. Ability levels range from nonmathematical to Calculus level. ___ 

This project requires five class periods a week: three for labs and two for lecture dem- 
onstrations. The program is also adaptable to junior high physical science classes. 

STAFF 

This project was developed at Ridgefield High School by Arthur Amend and Arlene 
Kuryla. Though developed by two, only one teacher is necessary. The project has suc- 
ceeded in the past through cooperation from the administrative staff, allowing flexibility 
in curriculum and scheduling. The Physics staff has added to the present set oF experi- 
mental situations. Amend notes that everyone "approaches the instruction oF this project 
with enthusiasm and talent:" 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Although a physics laboratory is desirable r no requirements for water, gas, or elec- 
tricity exist. Some equipment is necessary, at minimal cost: 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

The instructional staff may visit children's museums and read texts such as flying Cir- 
cus of Physics for new ideas to add to the sequence. 

OVERALL VALUE 

This project represents an inexpensive way to establish concept development in the 
area oF materials and their properties. It generates natural interest and enthusiasm on the 
part oF the students. 

Each experiment develops knowledge, comprehension, and application skills. Stu- 
dents, responding to questions and problems, demonstrate analysis oF concepts in a 
"real*' situation: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Arthur Amend, Arlene Kuryla 

Ridgefield High School 
North Salem Road 
Ridgefield, CT 06877 
(203) 438-3785 
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Periodic Table Rummy 

Students use element cards from the Periodic Chart to learn families, periods and 
chemical bonding of elements. They collect cards of elements that belong to the same 
families or periods. The more cards they collect, the more points they receive. Points are 
also given for matching elements that can be bonded. Other rules can be added by the 
teacher, depending on the abilities of the group. 

STUDENTS 

This game has been used for five years in the eighth grade chemistry class at West 
Rocks Middle School in Norwalk. A sign-up sheet is used to give all students the op- 
portunity to play the game. There is also a tournament to see who has achieved the most 
points. 

STAFF 

"Periodic Table Rummy" was developed byjeannette Sawyer, as a result of several stu- 
dents' interest in playing cards. One other teacher has used the program for average and 
below average students at the high school: 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Students will need sets of "cards", one for each element in the periodic table. The more 
decks of cards available, the more students can play, especially on Tournament Day. Cards 
can be made by the students at minimal cost. 

A chemistry text and full periodic chart help students in formulation of families, pe- 
riods and bonding elements. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are necessary. 

OVERALL VALUE 

This program uses student's interest in card playing to promote a better understand- 
ing of the arrangement of elements in the periodic table. This approach gives students a 
positive, rather than negative attitude tow 

"This game puts the element of excitement into learning a very valuable part of the 
science of chemistry," said Sawyer. "Students forget they are learning and look upon each 
game as a challenge." 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jeanette Sawyer 

West Rocks Middle School 
West Rocks Road 
Norwalk, CT 06851 
(203) 847-1972 





Jeanette Sawyer 



Easy Metrics 



This project fosters radeistaiiding-c£trre metric system and conversions within it. 
Students can grasp metric relationships and the horizontal movement of the decimal with 
the help of a teacher-constructed chart showing the Basic metric units: 

Students must memorize the basic units, as well as prefixes for multiples and divisi- 
ble. Thev must then construct a 27-item chart from that information. Decimals are 
moved right or left according to the chart rule which is interpreted horizontally, the way 
a decimal would move. 

The history of metrics, a description of the system, and an explanation of meter sticks 
precedes a lesson in which students estimate distances using metric measurements. Ad- 
ditional instructional materials include chart dittos, balance and weight sets, as well as 
metric glassware. 

STUDENTS 

This project was developed by Jane Tedeschi, a teacher at Shelton High School. It has 
been successfully used for 19 years for 9th grade science students. Tedeschi has no doubts 
that the project can be successful with other grade levels as well. 

STAFF 

All that is necessary is a teacher who has a firm grasp of the metric systems and its 
workings. No other staff assistance is needed. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

~z Expenditures for this program are minimal. Metric measuring devices should be avail- 
able to ail students, but it's not a necessity that each student have his own. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 

OVERALL VALUE 

^'Easy Metrics" is an ideal way for students to aquaint themselves with the metric sys- 
tem. By using the easy conversion chart, the system becomes less inhibiting, arid stu- 
dents feel better about using it. 

Students have told Tedeschi that they have kept the chart and found it useful in other 
courses throughout their high school careers. "To me that shows that this project really 
works," she said. "They tell me that they keep the chart as an instant refresher." 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jane Tedeschi 

Shelton High School 
Meadow Street 
Shelton, CT 06484 
(203) 735-8739 
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Students learn basic weatherconceptsJat^ 
riety^f materials, harids-on activities and experiments. This science emit is divided into 
five pans: temperature, wind, air pressure, clouds and precipitation. Students make at 
least one weather instrument out of household materials for each part. They participate 
in group experiments, and carry but individual investigations. 

Students also chart the weather arid check forecasts daily. Reports are kept in individ- 
ual folders. Throughout the unit there are writing and art projects related to the weather. 

A complete package of materials is available. This includes a bibliography of materials 
and books used, copies of charts, diagrams, and pictures. Instructions for making in- 
struments and art projects are also available, complete with directions for both £roup and 
individual experiments. 

STUDENTS 

This unit is used by a third grade and special needs class rvhose achievement levels 
range from 3rd through 5th grade. Though this program was used for grades three 
through five, it is adaptable to various grade levels. 




Lucille Palmer and Jane Brown 



STAFF 

: "The Weather Works" was developed by Lucille Palmer, a third grade teacher at The 
Frisbie School in Wolcott, and Jane Brown, a special education teacher there. This proj- 
ect was supported enthusiastically by staff members and administration. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Students set up a weather-center, displaying their weather instruments, charts, and 
daily forecasts. - ----- ----- —_z~z ~~zz "zzz : -zzz zz z~zz z u 

_ Though activities and investigations in this student-directed center are carried out in- 
dividually, they can be done as a whole group in a traditional classroom setting. 

This program has many activities which enhance it bur are not necessary for its suc- 
cess. These would include filmstrips, records, and art projects. All that is neccessary is 
paper, pencil, and some readily available household products like styrofoarn cups and pa- 
per fasteners. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Though not necessary, a field trip to a weather station gives students the opportunity 
to see the operation of weather equipment first hand. Guest speakers, such as a weather 
forecaster from a local television station, let students ask questions about the weather and 
careers in forecasting: 

OVERALL VALUE 

From this project, students get a firstrhand understanding of the mysteries of our 
weather. They acquire an enthusiasm and more positive attitude toward learning, as well 
as an improved awareness of changes in the environment. 

In addition, students practice predicting, observing, following directions, graphing, 
and measurement skiUs. Palmer said that sharing and cooperation also increase because 
of the project. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Lucille Palmer, Jane Brown 
The Frisbie School 
24ToddRSci 
Wolcott, CT 06716 
(203) 879-0530 
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Map Modeling 



Through the use of simple materials, students grasp the concepts of map making, and 
have flin doing it. Students construct three dimensional models of topographic maps and 
marine charts. The models are made but of cardboard or other similar materials. 

STUDENTS 

The project is used in science classes, grades six to 12 at the Morgan High School in 
Clinton. Achievement levels may vary, and in fact, lower ability students can excel and 
achieve a success that often dispels part of their negative self-image. The program can 
be implemented one-on-one or in a class-size group. 

STAFF 



The project was developed by David Lopath, to demonstrate to his class the submarine 
topography of Long Island Sound. An outgrowth of a marine science/oceanography class, 
it is now used in all levels of earth science. It has been adapted by several of Lopath's 
colleagues at his school and others. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 



The materials for the project are inexpensive and easy to find. The idea is to keep maps 
simple and easy to construct. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

In an extension of che proi 
a research vessel to take souicd 
form and construct a scale tvion 
local fishermen: 



fvanced oceanography class, ^radents_use 
;;cter. They then plot the data in chart 
:• ne area, which is still in use today by 




David Lopath 



OVERALL VALUE 

The threc-dimensionai map-making project allows students to conceptualize a "flat" 
two-dimesional map into a 3-D visual by the process of modeling. 

Students develop observation, measurement, and construction skills as a result of this 
program, Lopath notes that though there are no direct measurement outcomes cf the 
project, "the obvious enthusiasm of the students is proof of its success:" 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



David Lopath 
Morgan High School 
Ror 81 

Clu ., CT 06413 
(203> 669-5701 
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Respiration: Its Control and Capacity 



Students learn to measure their own vital capacities and become conscious of others' 
health i^carnpari»n-tOLthei^^ . 

Hie project invorvw students thinking about the effects that smoking and air pollu- 
tants have on their lungs and respiratory centers. Each gathers personal data and com- 
pares that to a "norm chart/' They use homemade and commercial spirometers, 
instruments that measure the volume of air entering and leaving the lungs. They also use 
a simple self-made apparatus which demonstrates that carbon dioxide is produced during 
breathing. - --- ----- --- 

Finally, with lalx>r^ory {^ners, students perform a series of nine experiments to 
show that the chief stimulus to the respiratory center is carbon dioxide. 



STUDENTS 

This program has been used in two ninth grade honor biology groups, as well: as in 
all teoth grade biology sections. A follow-up with the groups in their senior year checks 
the efforts of lung growth or capacity changes. Groups range between 20-25 students in 
both claw and laboratory activities. It is best to begin this project at the ninth grade 
level since much of the data reflects and depends on age and weight developmental pat- 
terns. The project can be adapted for the primary grades: 

STAFF 

"Respiration: Its Control and Capacity" was developed by Thomas Vincent Malley, at 
the Lewis S. Mills High School in Burlington. He has also trained another biology Thomas Malley 
teacher at the school to administer the program. Malley noted that "every year he does 
this project, staff rush in for their annual lung check; The program appears to have a 
lasting impact:" 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

: Special diagrams on respiration from the National Tuberculosis Association are use- 
ful. No special room is needed, just an overhead projector and filmstrip machine. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Students are extremely interested in their own health. They are highly self-motivated 
towards finding their own vital capacities, their implications and their comparative value 
to the "norm". Students quickly understand that diseases and disorders are the result of 
interference by outside factors. They become directly involved in gathering and analyzing 
data that may have a lasting effect on their attitudes toward maintaining their own per- 
sonal well-being: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Thomas Malley 

Lewis S. Mills High School 
Route 4 arid Lyon Road 
Burlington, CT 06013 
(203) 673-0423 
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Let's Go Fly a Kite! 

: This program develops thinking and problem solving skills while integrating scien- 
tific concepts, history, art ark! language arts into one project. 

After researching the basic concepts of flight as they relate to lift, gravity and drag, 
students are asked to design and build a kite. Art and design are integrated into the 
project as students search out successful kite designs. 

Some students l^P journals of the stages of their Idtedeveli^merit, while others write 
poems about their experiences. This project involves cooperation, sharing of ideas, per- 
severance, sensitivity and patience. 

At the ccrxiusion, students make comparisons of the different styles, as well as their 
successes and failures. They also compare kites with the same design to see what flight 
variations are caused as a result of differences in materials, bridle construction, and tail 
length. An instructional packet with background information, kite styles, and bibli- 
ography is available: 

STUDENTS 

The program is used with a third grade class of 24 students at the Hurlbutt Elemen- 
tary School in Weston. It is adaptable to a wide range of grade levels and can work well 
with a group of any size. 

STAFF 

This unit was developed by Eileen Bengston^-whoja^t summer presented a seminar 
on this project to the PIMMS Science Fellows from both the elementary and secondary Eileen Bengt: 
levels. The unit can be administered by one teacher or by a group of teachers: 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Students are encouraged to work on the project at home and at school. Class time is 
used to discuss scientific principles of flight, the history of kites, and journals and poems 
students have written. Research is done at the town library, while construction is done 
at home. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Other teachers, older students, and townspeople are valuable resources on the history, 
design and principles of flight. 

OVERALL VALUE 

Designing and constructing kites gives students the opportunity to use thinking and 
problem solving skills^ Students^iew-feilute as a challenge, instead of as a condition of 
poor performance 1 . As well as encouraging artistic design and creativity, Bengtson points 
out that "the project is simply a lot of fun!" 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Eileen Bengtson 

Hurlbutt Elementary School 
9 School Road 
Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 222-2522 
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Simple Machines 



Students perform a series of iLve experiments using simple machines to learn how they 
function: They calculate mechanical advantage and the efficiency of simple machines 
used alone and in combinations. 

Students do three experiments with simple machines, one with a combination of two 
machines, and a motion experiment involving a toy bulldozer. From these, they learn 
that physics is not just a theoretical subject but also a part of their daily lives. 

STUDENTS 

This activity has been used successfully for over ten years with junior and senior phys- 
ics classes at Coventry High School. Students should complete all laboratory work in one 
week. Each lab group of 2-4 students must have a different method: This activity can 
be adapted for younger students: 

STAFF 



_ _ This laboratory activity was developed from a number of physics texts, lab books and 
personal experiences by David Chatel, Ghaiiman of the Coventry High School Science 
Department. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

: A physics text with some description of simple machines , work and efficiency prob- 
lems is helpful. Preprepared lab sheets for levers, inclined planes, pulleys, wheels and 
axles, and screws can be used. A standard lab area in which students are able to leave 
equipment set up from day-to-day is recommended. 

Additional equipment from home — bathroom scales, block and tackle, car jack, 
and cable pull — are not required but are usually of interest to students. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 

OVERALL VALUE 

- -According to Chatel, this project generates enthusiasm which carries over to other 
areas of study. 

: Students are highly motivated when given the opportunity to "do something" with 
few restraints. The highlight of the project is a demonstration of vertical motion in which 
students "lift" r he instructor with a toy bulldozer. 'The challenge of moving 750+ new- 
tons with one newton is exciting," said Chatel. "Students initially perceive the task as 
impossible, but after gaining an understanding of simple machines, they find it very easy 
to do. The practical knowledge is then theirs for the rest of their lives," he said. 

David Chatel 
Coventry Htgh School 
78 Ripley Hill Road 
Coventry, CT 06238 
(203) 742-7346 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 




David Chatel 
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Disease, Technology, Society: 
Understanding the Connections 

This program focuses on prever^or^arrf control of disease, through knowledge and 
responsible decision-making. Biology texts and lecture discussions stress concepts of mi- 
crobiology, the study of microorganisms and their effects on other forms of life. Labo- 
ratory explanations involve cultivation, staining, microscopic examination of bacteria, 
and skills identified with the "scientific method. 

Discussions in the unit deal with communicable, hereditary, congenital, deficiency 
and degenerative diseases. Because sexually transmitted diseases represent a threat to 
teen-age health, students research and analyze why these diseases are common among 15- 
19 year olds. They also design a plan of action to control these diseases. A value clari- 
fication activity helps students communicate their feelings and attitudes toward bio-so- 
cial issues. 

STUDENTS 



This project was implemented in biology classes, grades 9, 10, and 11, which meet 
5-6 times per week. Average class size for the project is twenty students. 

STAFF 

Strategies for the program were developed by Jean Burkus, a science teacher at Amity 
Regional Junior High School. She advises tha teachers who wish to use this program 
should have some training in microbiology. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A classroom with laboratory lacilities is necessary. Students should be supplied with 
biology texts, and should also have access to a library for research. A teaching guide, 
lesson plans, and student work samples are available. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Though none are required, a trip to the pathology lab of a hospital is recommended. 
Guest speakers from commercial laboratories and V.D. clinics are also helpful. 

The National Foundation of Birth Defects, the_AmencaHU Cancer Society, the Con- 
necticut Lung Association, Planned Parenthood, the American Heart Association, and 
other community agencies have literature and audiovisual material that may be helpful. 

OVERALL VALVE 

The activities in "Disease, Technology, Society" builds awareness of some of the com- 
plicated issues involving infectious diseases. This project is timely considering the "ep- 
idemic of fear" caused by the increase in the number of cases of the deadly disease AIDS 
Students learn the correct uses of terminology, the application of microbiological con- 
cepts, and critical thinking skills as a result of the program. 

According to Burkus, students learn to appreciate differences in values from family, 
peer groups, and subcultural experiences, 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Jean Burkus 

Amity Regional Junior High School 
Ohman Avenue 
Orange, CT 06477 
(203)397-9235 




Jean Burkus 
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Graphic Representation of Surveys 



Students conduct a survey and portray the results. Various uses of graphs are discussed 
in class, and examples from newspapers and magazines are used extensively to show dif- 
ferent way^ to corrvey information. 

Students then select topics and conduct surveys of the student body, check their re- 
sults, and begin transferring those results into graph forms. They have the option of con- 
structing line, bar, circle, scatter and picture graphs. The data are summarized and 
presented to the class, and a written summary is submitted to the teacher. 



STUDENTS 



The program has been used for the past five years in eigth grade classes at the Gideon 
Wells Middle School in Glastonbury. It can be implemented from grade 6 through 12 at 
various ability levels. Class sizes range from 20-30 students meeting daily. 



STAFF 

This project was developed by Marianne Cavanaugh and Deborah Mulcahy with Fran- 
cine Lynch participating in the initial development The intCTdisciplinary project was 
developed and adapted to address a need in the problem solving-math curriculum. Teach- 
ers can implement the project without any outside assistance. The administration has 
been supportive of this project and graphs ate displayed throughout the school. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 



Teachers s*c able to implement this program in a regular classroom setting. Audio 
vftial representation? T om newspapers and magazines are helpful. 



OUTSIDE RESOTRCES 



Saferrien, computer operators, and insurance agents frequently use graphs. These 
people give students an understanding of how graphs can be used everyday by people on- 
the-job. 



OVERALL VALUE 



This activity teaches students how to present visual information effectively. Students 
develop ^^rerea^ cqnfi^ 

"Students enjoy conducting their surveys and creatively expressing their results 
through classroom presentation," Cavanaugh said. "It helps them to see their creative 
abilities surface." 

Teachers enjoy assigning this project because it gives them another way of assessing 
student understanding instead of the usual testing situation. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 



Deborah Mulcahy, Marianne Cavanaugh, 

Francine Lynch 

Gideon Wells Middle School 

1029 Neipsk Road 

Glastonbury, CT 06033 

(203) 633-5231 (x530) 




Marianne Cavanaugh, Deborah Mulcahy, 
and Francine Lynch 
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Planning a Vacation by Gar 



This project provides students with a realistic opportunity to use road maps and travel 
guides. Students use developmental worksheets to learn map reading arid budgeting of 
bochtime and money 

Working with one traveling companion, students select a destination^ lottery, used 
detailed explanation sheets, travel guides, teacher support and an example of a completed 
trip on paper in planning a vacation by car of no less than ten and no more than 14 days. 

The finished project contains an itinerary, a worksheet showing: miles traveled, routes 
taken, towns and/or states stayed in, tourist attraction costs, lodging expenses, meals, 
automobile expenser, as well as miscellaneous expenses. A completed map of the journey 
is also required. 

STUDENTS 

This project^ has been used for nine years with approximately 825 students in grades 
7- 10. The entire lesson takes about three weeks to complete, includingjcestingand mov ie 
presentation. Classes meet once daily for 45 minutes. Students range in ability from 
honor students to learning disabled and resr >rce students. Class sizes range from a high 
if about 28 to a low of 19. 

STAFF 

"Planning a Vacation" was developed by Eugenie Langhorne, a teacher at Enrico Fermi 
High School in Enfield. No additional support is needed for the project. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

Two days early in the project are spent discussing the basics of map reading. In ad- 
dition, each student is given a list of states and is responsible for the correct spelling of 
each. A full set of up-to-date Mobil Travel Guides is provided by the school library for 
use in class during the project. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 



OVERALL \ftLUE 

Through this project, students learn to realistically budget time and money, gain 
knowledge about their country's geographic and cultural make-up, learn map reading 
skills and the use of travel guides, as well as improve spelling and general mathematic 
skills. 

According to Langhorne, "enthusiasm runs high and when given during the first 
quarter of the school year, the project can generate interest in the rest of the course. Stu- 
dents have seen that learning can be both fun and worthwhile." 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Eugenie Langhorne 

Enrico Hrrni High School 
124 North Maple Street 
Enfield, CT 06082 
(203) 763-2301 
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American Biography: A Meeting of the Minds 

- "American Biography: A Meeting of the Minds" is a "learn by becoming" zctivity 
which allows students to gain Br themselves an in-depth understanding of some aspects 
oF history from the point of view of a historical personality. 

In this unit, students create research-based impersonations of chosen historical char- 
acters who engage in a series of conversations in which biographical information is shared 
and attitudes and opinions are compared and discussed. To enhance elements of realism 
and drama, students don the appropriately researched garb of their characters during fi- 
nal conversations. - - 

-The ideaibr the unit and its name come from the television program entitled "Meet- 
ing of Minds" which aired on PBS. The creation of Steve Allen, who also hosted the 
show, "Meeting of Minds" was a weekly gathering of famous and diverse personalities 
who engaged in a lively and informative exchange of ideas. 

STUDENTS 

The "Meeting of Minds" unit was developed as a component of East Hampton's pro- 
gram for talented and gifted students. Participation is open to fifth grade members of 
the program's talent pooL It is a ten^weelconit, with students meeting once-a-^ week for 
fifty minutes; Because the conversational aspect of the activity is essential, it should be 
carried out in groups of not more than seven students. 

Though developed for above-average students, the program can be adapted for use in 
a regular classroom. 

STAFF Madlyn Bynum 

The unit was developed and is implemented by Madlyn Bynum as a social studies 
component of the "Challenge and Enrichment" program. Fifth grade teachers support 
the project by welcoming the impersonators into their classrooms where the final con- 
versations take place. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A meeting space where conversation can be carried on freely is ideal for this project. 
Access to biographical materials may also help students in their search for information: 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Atrip to the school or public library and possibly to the high school prop room would 
be useful undertakings for the success of this project . 

OVERALL VALUE 

- The challenge i of "Meeting of Minds" is for students to usehigher level thinking skills 
than they have used in the past . A high degree of interest and interaction are generated 
by this program, as well as students experiencing the fun of shared fantasy. Each time 
the unit is conducted, it is a new and exciting undertaking that makes "Meeting of 
Minds" a highly successful and enjoyable teaching unit. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Madlyn Bynum 

Center School 
7 Summit Street 
East Hampton, CT 06424 
(203) 267-2527 
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Fifth Grade Fleet 



The "Fifth Grade Fleet" project was initiated to help students better understand 
American History Each student was required to build a ship that was significant in the 
making of this nation. This includes research ph ah approved ships so that a students 
can throughly familiarize with their history and importance. 

Ships arc made from scratch, utilizing materials of the students'- choice. They a*e 
given $-4 weeks to complete their projects. Daily logs are kept by all students to show 
the specific amount of time spent on the project: The finished ships are turned in along 
with the logs and brief summaries. In addition, some students choose to dress as the 
captain of their ship, and pretend to be that person when giving their presentation to 
the class. 

Students are awarded certificates as momentos for being part of the fleet. Students 
whose ships arc judged to be the best in specific categories receive small engraved 
plaques. Upon completion of the project, ships and logs are displayed in the school 
library. 

STUDENTS 

This project has been used for the last five years with fifth graders at the Flanders 
Elementary School in East Lyme. Class size for the project ranged from 22-26. All stu- 
dents have participated, including those in special education classes. The project would 
also be ideal for junior high students. 

SE4FF 

"Fifth Grade Fleet" was developed byjanie Pressley Butts, who said: "All this project 
needs is an enthusiastic teacher, one with a desire to make learning come alive." 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

indents supply their own materials and use the library oi cheir choice to do the nec- 
essary research. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

As a culminating activity, a person knowledgable about navigation could come and 
speak to the class. 



OVERALL VALVE 

This project is an original idea not part of the regular curriculum. Therefore, each 
student's finished product is unique. Students benefit from ih-i project in that they de- 
velop higher level thinking skills related to analysis, synthesn nd evaluation. 

"The 'Fifth Grade Fleet* project deepens j^udents interest in nistory, as well as sup- 
ports shared experiences, promotes self-confidence, and fosters pride in the finished prod- 
uct " said Butts. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Janie Butts 

Flanders Elementary School 
Boston Vast Road 
Old Lyme, CT 06333 
(203) 739-8475 
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The Crisis in South Africa arid 
American Foreign Policy 

"The Crisis in South Africa arid American Foreign Policy" departs from the traditional 
current events lessons arid investigates a current topic using community resources, pri- 
mary and secondary ^orcesand a variety of learning techniques; _ . _. _ 

At the onset, students were unfamiliar with terms such as: apartheid, pass laws, con- 
structive engagement, Afrikaners, Boers homelands; people such as Winnie and Nelson 
Mandela, President Botha, Bishop Tutu, Steve Biko and Oliver Tambo. Emphasis was 
placed on having students become comfortable with associated names, places and terms. 
Students went to school, town and city libraries and brought pertinent articles to class. 

The teacher copied for each student a speech by Bishop Desmond Tutu, a report by 
Senator Fdw^d Kennedy LO^his^visitxo^So^^Afrira^ an : aininistration description of 
the American Policy of Constructive Engagement, and a compilation of Apartheid laws 
obtained Bom the United Nations Book Store. Students, divided into groups, read, dis- 
cussed and summarized for the class an area of apartheid law relating to sports, family 
life, education, work and travel. 

Due to this unusual approach to teaching, students seemed to have shown increased 
enthusiasm over the United States role in world affairs and the limits of power. 

STUDENTS 

Fifty-two above average 8th grade U.S. history students meeting five times a week 
particijpted in this unit. It 154 two to three week unit which is then ongoing throughout 
the year. This type of unit was used successfully ina tenth grade World History H class 
investigating the crisis in Guatamala a few years ago. . 

It can be effective wherever there is a crisis involving U.S. interests and where there 
is material easily accessible. "Third World Poverty and Hunger" would fit easily into this 
category. 

The program could also work well with average ability students. 
SfitfF 

Thi . project was developed by Alice Ellner, a Social Studies teacher at the Wooster 
Intermediate School in Stratford. It has the full support of the school administration 
which actively encourages creative teaching methods. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

A VCR, copy machine, and access to school and public libraries are needed for the 
project. A record player, slide projector and a lar^r space shoiud be available, depending 
on the speakers' needs. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Area universities were contacted for South African students willing to speak on the 
topic. A South African woman spoke _to thecombined classes on "Growing Up Coloured 
in Sosth Africa." The teacher also taped a series on South Africa from public television. 

OVERALL mLUE 

Student interest is ^provoked^tnd maintained by this multi-learning approach to a cur- 
rent crisis, the subject becomes more relevar.; and takes on a greater sense of reality and 
urgency. The classroom becomes an exciting place as the students, made comfortable 
through visual experience with strange names and terms, are able to discuss and debate 
ideas that they get from the media. 

Through this exercise, note taking, listening and writing skills are strengthened. Stu- 
dents learn how to find and organize material, thus releasing them from sole dependence 
on rhe textbook and encyclopedia. Classroom studies many times are carried over to fam- 
ily discussion, strengthening family ties. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Alice Ellner 

Wooster Intermediate School 
150 Lincoln Street 
Stratford, CT 06497 
q (203) 385-4275 
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History from a Personal Rant of View 



Children discover there is history to be learned from within their own families in this 
project that illustrates die relationship between history and people. Students gain respect 
and appreciation for themselves and theirfamilies, and return to their "textbook hisrory" 
with renewed vigor, enthusiasm and understanding. 

For the pro ject , students interview older members of their family to discover how gen- 
erations differ arid to see family development as living history. After a class brainstorming 
session on possible events to include, students make timelines of their own lives. Another 
biirBtQrTOng se^^ mothers, alirits, uncles, cousins 
and/or grandparents. Students listen for different responses to similar questions from one 
generation to another. 

Interviews are shared with the class on an "as you feel comfortable" basis. Some in- 
terviews may be shared orally from notes while others may be written out as reports. 
Demographic data is collected for class graphing and charting, which can be used within 
students' reports. Some interviews may be taped or video recorded. 

STUDENTS 

This project has been in use at the 4th grade level since 1981, but is adaptable to any 
gr^e level up through 8th. A class meeting three times a week for 50 minutes should 
complete the program in 4-5 weeks. 

_ All students can participate, ir/nited only by a negative &nily response to the project 
for personal reasons. Intent ofcisseussion and sharing will be a key factor 

Letters and notices are sent to families prior to the start of the program. Childrens' 
natural curiosity about their background, and parents pride in sharing it is the reason 
that this program has been such a success. 

STAFF 

"History From a Personal Point of View" was developed by Buckley Johnson, a 4th 
grade teacher at the Highcrest School in Wethersfield. It is a sub-program of a larger 
project teaching the history of Wethersfield. Used by all 4th grade teachers in the com- 
munity, it hasthe enthusiastic supportof theadministration and the Board of Education. 
Already shared at several conferences, the project has been adapted by other communities 
in Connecticut. It has been recognized for its excellence by the Connecticut Council on 
the Social Studies and the Connecticut League of Historical Societies. 

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

No specific tool other than teacher observation of the project is necessary. 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Obviously, the greatest resource is the wealth of knowledge that family members can 
provide students. The project is not possible without teacher guidance, but once that i<. 
set, students set the parameters, develop the content and create lessons themselves. 

OVERALL VALVE 

"Lessons for life is the chief value of this unit," says Johnson. "It is important that 
children recognize and appreciate not only their own uniqueness but that of others. The 
program helps them see that history is the story of real people as they react to the world 
around them." 

This project is ofspecial importanceat thejithgrade level, where this may be the first 
real exposure to history "History From a Personal Point of View" imparts a view which 
may last through the rest of their studies in this area. The unit begins with experiences 
the children have had at a concrete level, giving them a more solid foundation to build 
abstract levels on later in their school careers. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

O 
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Buckley Johnson 



Buckley Jdhhsbri 
Highcmt School 
95 Highcrest Road 

Wethersfield, CT 06109 7 Q 

(203) 563-1362 * ° 



The Name's the Same 



a 



^Ws^program features ^monthly communication between student^ in jrwo towns^ with 
the same name. The towns, Old Saybrook^ Connecticut and Saybrook, Illinois, are 
linked because the Illinois town was settled by founders from. Connecticut ; By corre- 
sponding with children from another area, students learn what kinds of settlers founded 
the Illinois town and why. 

The program shows how pioneers' lives changed as they moved to new areas, and how 
the towns are historically linked. Students compare and contrast their lives and sur- 
roundings, and gain a better understanding of people who live in a different region. 

STUDENTS 

T^J^rdgrade daises of widely varying levels of achievement are currently involved 
in the program , but it can be adapted to any grade level: The regular social studies or 
language arts period is sufficient to complete the unit. 

The project began in late September with the exchange of class lists, and concluded 
at the end of the school year with a visit from the Illinois correspondents in honor of 
Founder's Weekend. 



: Facilitator of "The Name's The Same" is Mary Decker, a teacher at the Kathleen E. 
Goodwin Elementary School in Old Say brook. She has received administrative support, 
but noted that it is possible to implement the program without assistance from other 
staff members. Because of the nature of this particular program, there is a close associ- 
ation between staff and the town committee for the 350th celebration of the founding of 
Connecticut. 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

AM work for the program is done in class with school materials, which may include 
composition and construction paper, audio cassette tapes, film, and state and local maps. 
Work folders are kept throughout the school year. 



OUTSIDE RESOURCES 
None are required. 



OVERALL VALUE 

"The Name s The Same" develops communication skills, reinforces language arts 
techniques, and improves map skills and historical analysis. Students participating in 
the program are eager to continue, as they realize that their learning experience can be 
the start of a lasting friendship with someone far away. 




Mary Decker 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: Mary Decker 



Kathleen Goodwin Elementary School 



80 Old Boston Pbst Road 
Old Saybrook, CT 06475 
(203) 388-3446 





Geneology: %ur Past Revisited 



MATERIALS AND FACILITIES 

This project requires no more space than that in a regular classroom. An annotated 
bibliography of books is used, which may raready be in the school or public libraries. 
Family records (birth, marriage, death certificates, family trees, household artifacts From 
the past, old photographs, etc) are gathered from private collections. A slide projector 
and tape recorder are also necessary 

OUTSIDE RESOURCES 

Field trips to libraries and museums are encouraged but are not vital to the success of 
thej?rojea: The CREST group hastaken trips to : ^d Sturbrid^ V^lag^, Mystic Sea- 
port, the Center for Connecticut Studies, the Connecticut State Library, the Connecticut 
Historical Society, The Museum of Connecticut History, and the Old Lebanon Cemetery 

The librarian at the State Library is very helpful in explaining which geneological rec- 
ords students can find there. The school and local libraries are helpful in locating books 
for the project. 
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OVERALL VALUE 

The project is an excellent way to introduce students to oral history techniques. Li- 
brary skills are developed using primary source material . This is an especially timely unit 
in light of the present focus on the Statue of Liberty restoration and the contributioas of 
immigrants to the U.S. 

The project garners an interest in history and geography as students research their 
ancestral homes, as well as develops national pride as students explore the factors that led 
people to chose America as the land of opportunity. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Claire Krause 

Lebanon Elementary School 
Route 207__ 

^ Iitooh^CT 06249 * 0 

in" (203) 642-7593 ' O 



o^.xtiogy* Your Past fte 'sited" explores jndividual family Jiistories and traces each 
: " "'lVs kr.. , rnrough the use ct interviewing and research skills. 

ir. ^rrr-ulaiing questions, riotcrakifig, recording data, locating and organizing infor- 
mation, .7 ^Hng ? interpreting, and documenting facts, students develop an awareness 
of themiCives as nn ; que individuals. 

The pr iecr vas developed as a curriculum unit for gifted and talented students, 
grades_3-S . Sti ients in the CI^T^Creative Resources Enriching Student Talents) pro- 
gram were : -t;3duced to the unitas a minicourse in geneology. 

As a culminating activity, students ar^r encouraged to share their histories with their 
families and classmates. Group projects include a family folktale collection, "A Trunkful 
of Fa:vly Folktales" , family night, tasters table of ethnic recipes, demonstration of ethnic 
folk dances, a famii; 5ing-a-long, and a iblksinging performance for the local historical 
society. 

STUDENTS 

Approximately twelve girted and talented students, grades 3-6, participated in this 
program. These same students have participated since the project's inception in 1981. 
The project is shared each year with other 5th and 6th grade social studies classrooms. 

STAFF I 

Claire Krause, social studies teacher at the Lebanon Elementary School, developed this 
program. Any resource teacher, or regular classroom teacher can initiate this project, as 
it is suitable for all students. Since most of the work is done at home, the time require- -, - 
merits are^lO-15 hours in_ the classroom.- - ~ Claire 

Instrumental in the process of this program are special resource- people in the com- 
munity, such as a local geneologist, a local historian knowledgeable about old cemeteries 
in town, a folfcsinger, dancer and storyteller. The project can be accomplished without 
this support, but use of community resources and people provides motivation for the 
activities. 



Honorable Mention 
1986 Projects 



Dr. Rath Kuhlig 
"Spending Money" 
VGfest Vine Street School, 
Pawcatuck, CT 



Mrs. Kertsin B. Lindner 

** Summer Reading Project" 

Rep River Elementary School 
Deep River, CT 

Sharon D. Ledoux 
"Food for Thought" 
Burr District School, 
Higgahum, CT 

Kay W. Bousquet 

Putnam Middle School, 
Putnam, CT 



Mary Jeans 

"Designing Rooms in Miniature" 
Earl M. Witt Middle School 
Stafford Springs, CT 

Patricia S. Proctor 

"Dramatic Production — A Synthesis 
of the Arts" 

The Brooklyn School, Brooklyn, 
CT 

Patricia Proctor & Sue Gardner 
bridging the Gap: Peer Tutoring 
Wtth Compters'' 
Brooklyn £> mentary School 
Brooklyn, CI 

Ken Royal 

"The Royal Reading System" 
Center Elementary School 
Brookfieid, CT 

Samuel R. Lewbel 
"The Great Holiday Library Search" 
Rochambcau Middle School 
Sbuthbury, CT 

Carol M . Ouellette 

"Develop} ng Model Paragraphs 
to integrate the Language Arts" 
Center School, East Hampton, CT 

Barbara Lev me 
"Word Power" 

Morcgan School, Uncasviile CT 

Stella Ericson & Betty Page 
"Students Produce a Tttevision 
t$em¥rv&am u 
Guilford High School, 
Guilford, CT 



David W. Hoyt 
"The iMnown l***'' 
New Mi'^rd c chool 
New Mk;lc*j; CI 

Lucille Palme. 
"The Math Drill Team" 
Frisbie Elementary School 
Wolcott, CI 

Elizabeth Zitd 

"Beginning Experiences With Low 
Resolution Computer Graphics" 
Simon Lake School, Milford, CT 

West Hills Staff 
Teacher Committee of West 
Hills Schools Team Approach at 
West Hills 

' Road Map to Research " 
West Hills Follow Through 
Magnet School, New Haven, CT 

Darlisa Ritter 

"Dimensions for Special Days"- — 
Long Hill School, Sheltoh, CT 

Sharon A. Mohyde 
"The SPIRIT of Advertising" 
Wooster Intermediate School 
Stratford, CT 

Jennifer A. March 
"Democracy at Work" 
Central Avenue School , 
Naugatuck, CT 



Mrs. Janet Brochu 
"Extra: Credit Science Corner" 
Earl M. Witt Middle School 
Stafford Springs, CT 



Joan K. Gurecki 
"The Presidents ( Washington 
through Reagan )" 
Casimtr Pulaski School 
Meriden, CT 

Susan ne Duffy & Barbara Leach 
"Pottticai Decisionmaking ".. 
Amity Regional Sr. High School 
Wbodbridge, CT 

Sally S. Brocket* 

"Learning With PRIDE" 

Mb. Brahford Intermediate School 

No. Branford, CT 

Joyce Narderi 
"lo Saturnalia" 

Amity RegionaLSr. High School 
Wdbdbridge, CT 

Frank Samuelson, Jr. 
''Alternative Education in the 
Middle School - the Oxford 
Alternative Program" 
Great Oak Middle School 
Oxford, CT 

Pamela Granucci 

"Wonderful Whales" 

Highland School, Cheshire, CT 



<: ool Physical Education 

Pulmonary Resuscitation- 
t : . tnt Certification . 
/,1-wington High School 
Newingtbn, CT 

Jba.i T. Wojciewhbwski 
"Discover the Pythagorea Theorem 
Through jthe Vse^Tartgram" . . ... 
Enfield High School, Enfield, CT 

Frederick C. JFitzGerald, Jr. 
"The Mean Middle Schooler" 
East Hartford Middle School 
East Hartford, CT 

Eugene Bourquin 

"Applied Science and 'technology" 
Avon High School, Avon, CT 

Mrs. lean Brush Hill 

"TWR 'Thinking Writing Reading) 

Workshop" 

West Woods School, 
Hamdeh, CT 

Kathleen E; Dinneen 
"Weathering the Stormy Years 
of Adolescence 

Susan S: Sheridan Middle School 
New Haven , CT 

Joan Velms 

"Sentence Rttters Revisited" 

She I ton High School, Shelton, CT 

Richard Notarangelo 
"Vid-KtcL ~ A Video NeuipJagazine" 
Wfcsley Elementary School 
Middletown, CT 

Susan W. Lance 
"A Trip to Transylvania" 
Wooster Intermediate School 
Stratford, CT 



Marianne Cavanaugh, Francine 
Lynch , Deborah Mulcahy 
"A Mathematical Approach to Is- 
lamic Tile Design" 
Gideon Welles Jr. High School 
Glastonbury, CT 

Barry R, Bernstein 
"A Practical Multi Facet Approach, 
Evaluation & Program" 
Regional Occupational Training 
Center, Manchester, CT 

Kathleen C. Mullan 

"GEOGRAPHY: A Shaper 
of History" 

Windsor High School, 
Windsor, CT 




Mary Donna Lyons ; 

"Poetry- in the Latin Classroom" 

Enfield High School, Enfielcf, CT 

F Francine Koelsch 
Magic Scissors Books 
Si'ver Lane Elementary School 
East Hartford , CT 

Constance Kapral 

"Taking the First Step in Orienteering: 

A Pfo^^'SoIving Approach" 

Hopewell School, 

Glastonbury, CT 

Mary Monroe Kolek & 
Carol C. Stocks 
"Project Worth" 
So. Windsor High School 
So. Windsor, CT 

Christina MacDonald & 
Laurie Jrlathers 

"Homemaking & Foods - A.A.L.P" 
Enfield High School, Enfield, CT 

David W Avezzi 

"Using Rhysiotogy in a Practical Ap- 
proach to "Baching Physical Fitness" 
Union School, Unionville, CT 

JoanC. Walden 
"Art Awareness" 
No: Street Elementar 
Greenwich, CT 

Timothy R. Gartner 
* '77 * Stock Market/World of Finance" 
r>riJlidge School. 



csmnciC. Martel 
' Self Discovery Through 
Pitttv&ingQthers" -_ 
^loonan Middle School, 
Stamford, CT 

Jary Sue Jibilian _ 
"Utopia, ' Form and Function 
of the Personal Duelling" 
Cloonan Middle School, 
Stamford, CT 

Louise P Winter 
"Geometry in December" 
Tokeneke School, Darien, CT 

Ines F Maisannes 
"Stained Glass Without Constraint" 
Andrew Warde High School, 
Fairfield, CT 



j a. Lister 
"Stages of Life" 
Stark Elementary School 
Stamford, CT 
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Honorable Mention 
1986 Projects 



Edward J. Spil lane 
"J^^Pptng f uturistic Concepts 
& Attitudes Using the Traditional 
English Literature Program" 
Windham High School 
Willimantic, CT 



Cheryl ¥? Sanderson 
"Using the Community as a '—. 
Tubing A rena for Students With 
Severe Handicaps" 
EASTCONN Early Childhood 
Center at Southeast School 
Mansfield Center, CT 

Samuel R. Lewbel 

; 'Chronicle of a Trip West ' '_ 
Rochambeau Middle School 
Southbury, CT 

Rita M. Lapati 
"Living Literature'' 
Newtown Middle School, 
Newtown, CT 

Nancy Thurmond. 
''Getting Down to Business" 
Huckleberry Hill 
elementary School 
Brookfield, CT 

Joan ne Wood i ng ton 
"Completely Capturing Consonants" 
Goshen Center School, 
Goshen, CT 

Douglas Goodrich & 
Ronald Carrizzo 
''Atxhaeofogy Simulation Dig" 
Rogers Park Jr. High School 
Dan bury, CT 

Cheryl A. Dering 
-'Laboratory Assistant 
Watertown High School, 
Watertown, CT 

Ronald Carrizzo 
"Greek Mythology Riddles " 
Rogers Park Jr. High School 
Danbury, CT 

James Howson 
"Totalitarianism and the Abuse 
cf Power Through Literature" 
Rochambeau Middle School 
Southbury, CT 

Sandra H . Brenner 
"Enrichment Through Community 

Rejourns" _' . . _ . - 

Northville School, New Mil ford, 
CT 

Jaiie M. Kessler 
"Estimation Skills Usable 
in the m i World" 
Cheshire High School, 
Cheshire, CT 



Mfl-y S. Wilson 
\v'W Corridor Graphics" 
amity Regional Jr: High School 
Bethany, CT 

ivir Lynn McGilvary 
'']nstru?neni-7oons of 
Orchestral Instruments" 
Wboster lrttermediate School 
Stratford, CT 

Frank Lerose 

hdiknture" 
Strong Middle School, 
Durham, CT 

Nancy A. Chares t 
"The Skeletal System: An 
Integrated Unit of S tudy " 
Worthington Hooker School 
New Haven, CT 

Mary Thornas-Churney 

"Astronomy" 

West Woods School, 

Hamden, CT 




s y^ia Burke & Michael Marak 
"Coastal Concerns ' A Study of 
theCT Coastal Eni'irdnrhent'' 
Spring Glen School, Hamden, CT 

Alfred Branca to 

' StfflH* + Fun = Learning" 

Center School, Stratford, CT 

jane C . D. Tedeschi 
" Introduction. to.Chemistry Syllabus" 
Shelton High School, House A 
Shelton, CT 

Ms. Phyllis McQueeney & 

Ms. Lillian Rosenthal 

Interdisciplinary Cultural 

Geo&aphy Exchange" 

Dag Hammarskjoid Middle School 

Wallingford, CT 



Vivian E. Johnson: 

"The Dream, The Dreamer, 

Living the Dream " 

Spring Glen School, Hamden, CT 

Samuel Goldenberg & Judi Hunter 

Public Transportation" 
ACES Academy, Hamden, CT 

Anne E. Cuyler 
"Career Bears" 
Ridge Road School, 
No. Haven, CT 

Beryl Irene Bailey 

We Too-Sing A merica'- ' 
Jackie Robinson Middle School 
New Haven, CT 



Norma Goraiski ..: 

"TheSthod Store: Math and More; 

Roaring Brook School, Avon, CT 

Linettej*: Braman 

"USA: Understanding Sections 

of America" ; 

Timothy. Edwards Middle School 
South Windsor, CT 

Marion W. Gaylor 
'Timely WO.W.s f Words of 
Wisdom)" 

Hazardville Memorial School 
Enfield, CT 

Robert T Buckley 

"Any Mailjor Me?" 

Avon High School, Avon, CT 

Claudia A. Wilcox 
"Spelling Readiness" 
Center Road School, Vernon, CT 

Marie Anne Gauvin 
'J^ffa'** Vie of the 
Bilingual Dictionary" 
Silas Dearie Middle School 
Wethersfield, CT 

Allan S. Marks 

"Call of the Wild" 

East Hartford Middle SchoO: 

East Harttorci CT 



Barbara F Quioby:& John Cheyer 
"Project i >i I.L.D.'i 'Computers 
WdjL I* Leamtng Development) ' ' 
Manchester High School, Manch- 
ester, CT 

Yvonne J. Griffin 

"Marriage & Family — Marriage 

for Credit" 

Hartford Public High School 
Hartford, CT 



Gerald j : Bilooeau 
"Interndjioh Date 
LinelTime Indicator" 
Ellington High School 
Ellington, CT 

MaryAnn McAdams 
"The BART Cart" 
Rccney Street School, 
Manchester, CT 

Valerie Sady 

"A Novel Veiling Experience" 
Keeney Street School, 
Manchester, CT 

Sandra K. Later 
"Employment Qffia". 
Edward Mbrley School 
West Hartford, CT 



James F. Mahoney 
"Softwdrt Improvement" 
7"™ of K i M iddle School 
Stamford, CT 

Emily Slomski 

"Mock Interviews-Career Planning" 
Enrico Fermi High School 
Enfield, CT 

Basil D. Roberts 
' 'Human Growth & 
Development Seminars" . 
All Elementary Schools 
Grades 4, 5, 6 
Glastonbury, CT 

Maureen Bourn, Susan Condren, 

Sharon Rosen 

"Memorobics" 

Pleasant Valley School 

South Windsor, CT 

Raymond Johnson 
"A Taste of Shakespeare" 
Huckajiurn School 
East Hartford, CT 

Adeline Merrill 

"An Essay for. all Seasons" 
East Ridge Middle School 
Ridgefield, CT 

Anne L; Sessa 

Northeast Elementary School 
Stamford, CT 

Eleanor M. Heged us _ 
"Shakespeare. ..To be it Connecticut" 
Rowayton School, 
Rowayton, CT 

Pasquaj i na "Pat* ' Yacovacci 
'Filling a Void— The Neglected Con- 
tri but ions of Black Scientists" 
Bassick High School 
Bridgeport, CT 

Linda Levine & Linda Sumpter 
'^Teenage Suicide Prevention' ' 
Turn of River Middle School 
Stamford, CT 

Etta M. Endahl 
"Reminiscing With the Elderly" 
Saxe Middle School 
New Canaan, CT 

Joart Moen 

"Through the Lens of the Masters" 
Roger Ludlowe High School 
Fairfield ,'CT 
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Honorable Mention 
1986 Projects 




Susan H. Spear 

"Around the World in 180 Days" 
JohnB. Slioey School, 
Branford, CT 

Bonnie Roman 

"Contemporary Life Skills" 
Amity^ Regional Jr. High School 
Bethany, CT 

Jacqueline Murray Pancak 
"Handicap Awareness Vnii" 
Woorster Intermediate School 
Stratford. CT 

Parrici.i Karpacz & 
Arl i ne Cum m i ng 
"Shipwrecked V: 
John Read Middle School 
Redding, CT 

Gfehda Green & Mary Johnson 
"Watching Smart: A Guide to 
Critical Television Viewing 
Ifomperaug Elementary School 
South bury, CT 

Margaret L. Ford 
"CONNECTICUT: The 
Constitution Slate" 
Bethel Middle School, Bethel, CT 

Nancy A. Brougiiel 

"A Constitutional Convention" 

Sherman School, Sherman, CT 

Charles Raymond & James Lauer 
"World War /; Causes & Conclusions" 
New Milford High School 
NtwMilford, CT 

\ «* Kummer & Alice Nelson 
"A ndy of Connecticut 's History 
Through Connecticut Minutes" 
Black Rock School, 
Thomas ton, CT 

Santino Pollicita 
"A Unit in Handicap Awa ->ness 
for Intermediate Grades' " 
Tarifryille School 
Tariffville, CT 



Arthur Hovey - - 

Capacitance and Capacitors 
Amity Regional High School 
Woodbridge; CT 

Irene Hochman 
"Cooperative Writing' 
Dunbar Hill School, 
Hamden, CT 

Gail Grzegorowicz 
"Monthly Reading Game" 
Francis E. Korn School, 
Durham, CT 

Frances C Bennet 
"7?" Mmffte Wiring'' 
Hamden High School, 
Hamden, CT 

Patricia PiZiman 
"Fantastic Fridays" 
Lafayette School, She! ton, CT 

Kathleen Sciiwarifelder 

"Seventh Graders Become 

World Travelers" : 

Branford High School, Branford, 

CT 

i.ynh H. Nesshqevcr 
"C reative Newspaper Project 
Wooster Intermediate School 
Stratford, CT 

Jiidie C: Goldenthal 

King Phillip Elementary School 
West Hartford, CT 

Dr. Rolfe W. Wenncr 
"Model Assessment: Course 
Evaluat ion Process" 
Farming ton High School 
Farrr ington, CT 

Judy Glass 
Letras y Sonidos" 

Ramon Eractcno Betances School 
Hartford, CT 



Chuck Bush 

"A Unit in Handicap Awareness 
fp r Intermediate Grades" 
Tariffville School 
Tariffville, CT 



James Melzen 
' ' Peer IResponse Group 
Writing Conferences 
Buttonball Lane School 
Glastonbury, CT 

Carol Bennett 

Llama Jo Thermoskyship 
Transportation Systems ' ' . 
Tolland Middle School, 
Tolland, CT 



James S. Fuller 

"Better Writing with Peer Editing" 
Avon Middle School, Avon, CT 

Margaret Fitzgerald 

"Peer Counsding". . _ 

Enfield High School, Enfu lJ, '( I 

Judith G. Schumacher 
"Movement Math for Kindergufitv' 
Windermere School 
Ellington, Ct 

Patricia Cobb 

"fhrent -Child Education Center" 
Weaver High School, Hartford, 
CT 

Laura R Boutilier 

"tjtgal -Rights and Responsibilities 
of Tetw 

HUng jr. High School 
Manchester, CT 

Valentine Kropiwnjcki 

Special industrial A rts 
for Special People" 

Enfield High School, Enfield, CT 

Mrs. Trudy Aarons 

" 'Smiley Bags' - Weekly Take Home 

Tuckets" 

Silver Lane i^hool 
East Hartford, CT 

Santino Pojlicita 
"Fun & Facts 
About Italian 
Culture" 

Wethersfield High 
School 

Wethersfield, CT 



James Twitchcll & 
Richard Rama^i i 

"Substance Abw Pr<,£-am" 
Crartbury Ele.T^i . v r .iool 
Norwaik, CT 

Mrs. U>uise Fay Despres 
"fh?*tz-Moi: Support Materials for 
the PBS Television Series" 
New Canaan High School 
New Canaan, CT 

Mrs. Rhoda Dix & 

Mrs, Constance Seremct 

" 'ME' Project" 

7k r k .Q? River Middle School 

Stamford, CT 

Susan R Steimach 
"Senior Speech Month" . 
Westhill High School 
Stamford, CT 

Mrs. Rhoda Dix & 
Mrs. Constance Seremcrc 

'^Stereotyping" __ 

Turn of River Middle School 
Sramford, CT 

Clare Elizabeth Brokaw 
"Planet Ocean: Exploring 
Earth s Final Frontier 1 ' 
North Street School, 
Greenwich, CT 



Mrs. Louise Fay Despres 
"A P French Literature: Six Authors 
New Canaan High School 
New Canaan, CT 

Donria R: Miller & 
Steve Wallerstein 
"Arts Alive Day" 
Eastern jr. High School 
R iverside, CT 

Phyllis Garrison 
"^ areer Speaker Program" 
Bassick High School 
Bridgeport. CT 
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Awardees 



INTERDISCIPLINARY 

Karen Porter, Higganum 

Warner Lord, Wilma Maus, Patricia Muggleston, Madison 

Arlene Li rot, Higganum 

Franklin Gross, Colchester 

Samuel Lewbel, Soutbbury 

Sylvia Burke and Michael Marak, Hamden 

Anne Keegan, West Hartford 

William Fait and Christine Smith, Bolton 

Vicki Ehrenzweig, Stamford 

Pamela Lavender and Susan ShafT-Shafton, Stamford 
Billie M. Kapp, Coventry 
Jane Hammer, Trumhull 
Jary Sue Jibilian, Stamford 

Jeanne Kolar, Groton, and Rosemary Pahl, Glastonbury 
Lauren Brazicki and Michelle Collins, Waterford 
Jean Gaumer, Rtdgeftdd 

ART, MUSIC 

Susan Reiter, Higganum 
Margaret Kangley, Deep River 
Carol Baldwin, Rockville 

HOME ECONOMICS 

Susan Hzllyjewett City 

LANGUAGE AfUS, FOREIGN LANGUAGE 



Donna Whitham, Old Saybrook 
Lauren Cass, Monroe 
Celeste Gavin, East Lyme 
Richard Hampton, Stratford 
Mary Marrandino, Hamden 
Charles Ewers, Ledyard 
Michael Gudaitis, Avon 
Shirley Cbe, Guilford 

Verne-Marie Kozak and Nancy Helberg-Smietana, Newington 

Marilyn Smith and Joan Flasko, Bridgeport 

Lance Rockefeller, Ledyard 

Janet Merkent ar.d Candace Sullivan, Waterford 

Jeanne Martel, Stamford 

Julia Koch, Old Saybrook 

Rose W ight, Wethersfidd 

Deborah Wright-Vincent, Pleasant Valley 



liW, BUSINESS RELATED 

Paula Steinmetz, Hartford 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Alice Dorn and Frank Wilkosz, Newington 

Marc Kronisch, Mawfietd 

Helen Nix and Deborah Maxa, South Windsor 

SCIENCE, MATH 

Darrel 1 Net to, Marlborough 
Ronald Bergeron, Brooklyn 
Miriam Nagel, Avon 

Arthur Amend, Arlene Kuryla, Ridgefield 

Jeannette Savyer, Norwalk 

Jane Tedeschi, Shdton 

LucilfcPalmer ^nd jane Brown, Wokon 

David Lqpath, CftniJi 

Thomas Mai ley, Burlington 

Eileen Bengston, Weston 

David Chatel, Coventry 

Jeanne Burkus^ Orange 

Deborah Mulcahy, Marianne Cavanaugh and Francine Lynch, 
Glastonbury 

fcugenie Langhorne, Enfield 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Madlyn Bynum, East Hampton 
janie Butts, 0^4 Lyme 
Alice Ellner, S'ratford 
Buckley Johnson, Wethersfidd 
Mary Decker, Old Saybrook 
Claire Krausc, Lebanon 
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Thoughts On Celebration of Excellence 



"i want co thank you for making our children winners. They are the real winners, 
of course, and they are the ones who will reap the benefits of this program for 
years fb comer 

Arlene Lirot 

Celebration u$ Excellence winner 



"The exchanging of ideas among those at the institute is the beginning of the es- 
tablishment of a network of sharing throughout the state. There is no doubt that 
the enthusiasm generated at the workshop will carry ^ o^^tra -classrooms 
throughout Connecticut. . . I fed rejuvenated since my work has been publicly rec- 
ognized as having merit, and J have bee^y^ven the opportunity to work with oth- 
ers whose creativity and dynamism_is inspirational." 

Charles Ewers 

Celebration of Excellence winner 

"^forking, laughing, arid thinking for five d^s^itryw^ 

hausting, refreshing, enenadrig, rejuven^ir^g and frustratir^...So many alive, 

active people filled with the joy of teaching;." 

Warner Lord n 

Celebration of Excellence winner 

"Public education is one of our greatest and most important resources. If our 
economy is to work, our educational system has to work. Wfe depend on our ed- 
ucational system to provide the kind of employees we need to continue to 
fuirtion." 

John Schneider 
SNET _ 
Project Manager 

Cetefodtian of 'Excellence 



"Recognition is a fiindametitalron^ponentin our-education system. We must sa- 
lute the fine jobs that our teachers are doing, and not be so quick to criticize 
them." 

Alfred W. Van Sinderen 
SNET 

Director and former Chairman 



"Every good teacher will become a pioneer and a missionary in the cause of ed- 
ucational improvement." 

Henry Barnard 

Ccmx • 'ssioner of Education , 183 5 
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